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QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

April 12, 2018
The Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, Jim Finley, at 10:03 a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Jim Finley
	Richard Paulk
	Ashley J. Tullier
	Todd Billiot

	Kelly Craft
	Ellis J. Bourque, III
	Ashleigh W. Cambre
	J.B. Bingham

	Rickey Fabra
	Fred Robillard
	Dustine Tullier
	Russell Robillard

	Carl N. Bourgeois
	Keith Bienvenu
	Harleigh Corcoran
	Rick Lanier

	Larry Reiling
	Bryan Tabor
	Teresa Dunn
	Wayne LaFleur

	Gerald LaCour 
	Ken Pearson
	DaKacia York
	Julie Richard Spencer

	Randall McGee 
	Leon Molinario
	Jim York
	Laura Cline

	Terry Smith
	Henry Heier
	Mark Sheridan
	J.C. Matt

	
	
	Glen Gremillion
	Eric Ducote

	
	
	John Odum
	Julie Fuselier

	
	
	David Nunez
	Marti Vasquez

	
	
	Blaine Matte
	Kevin Strahan

	
	
	Brad Holland
	Mitch LeBas

	
	
	Fred Fontenot
	Al Smith

	
	
	
	DJ Berger

	
	
	
	Travis Curtis

	
	
	
	Jonathan Waddell

	
	
	
	David May

	
	
	
	Joe Kent

	
	
	
	L. White

	
	
	
	R. White

	
	
	
	John Mata

	
	
	
	Jay Huckabee

	
	
	
	Butch Saucier

	
	
	
	John Saucier

	
	
	
	Creighton Verges

	
	
	
	Gene Martin

	
	
	
	Thor Barr

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION: Randall McGee   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Jim Finley
ROLL CALL: Ashleigh W. Cambre  
PRESENTATIONS

a.) Presentations –  State Plumbing Board Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier introduced the New Enforcement Officer for Region A, Mr. Harless Brad Holland and New Enforcement Officer for Region E, Mr. Fredrick Fred Fontenot, along with New State Plumbing Board of Louisiana Staff Member, Master Plumber Department, Ms. DaKacia York. 
                      APPLICATION COMMITTEE

a.) Journeyman Application – J.B. Bingham – 
On October 17, 2017 the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana received a Journeyman Plumber Application and Permit Form from Mr. J.B. Bingham. Mr. Bingham submitted his application along with vouchers after the rule changed for the voucher process. Mr. Bingham has been employed with Kent’s Plumbing, Inc. since 2008. Mr. Bingham is requesting to be eligible to take the Journeyman Plumber Exam through the voucher process and not have to enroll in an Apprenticeship Program. 
MOTION:
To accept Mr. Bingham’s application based on the voucher system.
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 
SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION: 
CARRIED
b.) Journeyman Application – David May – 

On October 17, 2017 the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana received a Journeyman Plumber Application and Permit Form from Mr. David May. Mr. May submitted his application along with vouchers after the rule changed for the voucher process. Mr. May has been employed with Kent’s Plumbing, Inc. since 2000. Mr. May is requesting to be eligible to take the Journeyman Plumber Exam through the voucher process and not have to enroll in an Apprenticeship Program. 

MOTION: 
To accept Mr. May’s application based on the voucher system.
MOTION: 
KELLY CRAFT

SECOND:
LARRY REILING

MOTION:
CARRIED

c.) Natural Gas Fitter Application – Eric Ducote – 
On February 21, 2018 the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana received an email from Mr. Ducote stating since his departure from his previous plumbing company, they will not vouch for his previous gas experience in order for him to pre-qualify to get his natural gas license. Mr. Ducote has been employed with B & D Plumbing Company, Inc. for the last ten (10) months, however; he has been a Journeyman Plumber since October 2016 and he was a helper with the previous plumbing company for five (5) years prior. Mr. Ducote is requesting to be eligible to pre-qualify for the Natural Gas Fitter license with W-2’s and/or pay check stubs. Mr. Ducote submitted the required payroll documents in lieu of the affidavit to the Board.
MOTION: 
To accept Mr. Ducote’s application based on the required payroll documents provided.

MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH

SECOND:
LARRY REILING
MOTION: 
CARRIED
ENFORCEMENT

a.) Violation Appeal – Beau-Cal Maintenance – 
On November 21, 2017 State Plumbing Board of Louisiana Enforcement Officer, Mr. Glen Gremillion was conducting random plumbing inspections in the Moss Bluff area, Pine Haven Trailer Park, 2021 Sam Houston Jones Pkwy. Mr. Gremillion drove by the location and witnessed an excavator digging up a sewer line. Mr. Gremillion saw three (3) men (Mr. Jonathan Clark, Mr. Chris Dinger, and Mr. Damian Hutchinson) cutting and gluing sewer pipe behind the rental office of Pine Haven Trailer Park. Mr. Gremillion introduced himself and asked each man for their plumbing license. None of the gentlemen had a license. They brought the owner of the company (Beau-Cal Maintenance) Mr. Kevin Strahan, over and introduced himself. Mr. Gremillion advised Mr. Strahan that this was plumbing work and a license plumber had to do plumbing on commercial property. Mr. Strahan stated that he understood and he would contact a plumber to finish the job. Mr. Gremillion cited Mr. Strahan for Operating a Plumbing Business Without a License, Master Work Without a License, and Contractor using Unlicensed Persons (3 counts). Mr. Clark, Mr. Dinger, and Mr. Hutchinson were all cited for Journeyman Work Without a License. Beau-Cal Maintenance is requesting to Appeal their Violations and Enforcement Fees. ($4,000.00). Mr. Strahan stated he was here to get an explanation and make sure they are not in violation on any jobs that they perform since he is involved in maintaining other properties and see if the Board would waive their violation. Chairman, Mr. Jim Finley stated by ruling you are allowed to do your own work on your own property if you live there, however; if it is a rental property or done for income, it must be done by a licensed plumber. 
MOTION:
To deny appeal and require Beau-Cal Maintenance to pay violation fine.   



MOTION:
TERRY SMITH  
 



SECOND:
RANDALL MCGEE   





MOTION: 
CARRIED

b.) Required to Appear  – Jay Schmill – 
Mr. Jay Schmill has been called before the Board due to his second (2nd) offense and previous outstanding violation from June 17, 2017 for Journeyman Work Without a License. Mr. Schmill was cited again on November 3, 2017 for Operating a Plumbing Business Without a License, Use of Unlicensed Personnel, and Master Plumber Work Without a License. Mr. Schmill was cited both times by State Plumbing Board of Louisiana Enforcement Officer, Mr. Jim York. On November 3, 2017 Mr. York contacted homeowner, Mrs. Beverly Lewis after he received a call from complainant that Mr. Schmill was doing Mrs. Lewis’ plumbing and she was very dissatisfied with the job that he had done. Mr. York met with Mrs. Lewis at 104 Idaho Dr., Monroe, LA and observed the items that she complained about, and she has been out of her residence due to the plumber (Mr. Schmill) not installing the water heater properly. The gas water heater failed to pass inspection because there was no on/off valve inline. Mrs. Lewis stated on August 1, 2017, Mr. Jay Schmill, dba A-Jay’s Plumbing contacted her via text and indicated that he was her plumber and would be making the plumbing repairs on her residence, damaged by flood waters earlier in the year. On August 16, 2017, Mr. Schmill text Mrs. Lewis again to get the measurements for the Jacuzzi tub. On August 29, 2017, Mr. Schmill contacted Mrs. Lewis with questions regarding the installation of the water heater. On November 27, 2017, Mr. York met with Mr. Schmill at the Pilot Station on Well Road in West Monroe, LA to discuss the matter. Mr. Schmill admitted that he was responsible for installing the water heater, however; he had Roger Anderson install it. Mr. Schmill stated that he felt responsible and that he would accept full responsibility for the faulty installation. Mr. Schmill’s total due for all violations for June and November is $2,000.00. Mr. Schmill has been called before the Board because he has previous outstanding violations for Working Without a License. 


MOTION:
To take injunctive action in order to compel his compliance with payment of the fines.   



MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT  
 



SECOND:
TERRY SMITH   





MOTION: 
CARRIED

c.) Violation Appeal – Michael Birotte – 
On February 26, 2018, State Plumbing Board of Louisiana Enforcement Officer, Mr. Glen Gremillion came across a major remodel being performed at 306 Miller St., Iowa, LA. Mr. Gremillion stopped and identified himself to Mr. Michael Birotte and asked him who did the plumbing work at this location. Mr. Birotte explained that he did the plumbing work and Mr. Gremillion asked Mr. Birotte if he had a plumbing license. Mr. Birotte stated no he does not have a plumbing license. Mr. Birotte walked Mr. Gremillion through the house where Mr. Birotte relocated a bathtub, installed new plumbing lines and a toilet in another bathroom. Mr. Gremillion explained to Mr. Birotte that a licensed plumber must do the rest of the plumbing and Mr. Birotte stated he understood and that he would not do anymore of the plumbing. Mr. Gremillion cited Mr. Birotte for Journeyman Work Without a License. Mr. Birotte is requesting to Appeal his Violation and Enforcement Fee. ($500.00). 
MOTION: 
To allow Mr. Birotte another opportunity to appear before the Board before the Board takes injunctive action against him and maintain the fine. 
MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH
SECOND: 
RICKEY FABRA
MOTION: 
CARRIED
OTHER GUESTS
SPECIAL REQUESTS

a.)  CPE Vendors – Keith Bienvenu – 
Mr. Keith Bienvenu stated he is requesting the Board to consider Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier to have approval rights for when a vendor is submitted from a CPE Provider, that she will be able to approve the applications instead of presenting the applications before the Board.Chairman, Mr. Jim Finley stated he would like a Board Member to assist Mrs. Tullier in approving vendor applications. Board Member, Mr. Terry Smith volunteered to assist Mrs. Tullier in this process. 
MOTION: 
To allow Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier and Board Member, Mr. Terry Smith have vendor approval rights instead of presenting the applications before the Board. 

MOTION: 
KELLY CRAFT
SECOND: 
RICKEY FABRA
MOTION: 
CARRIED

COMMITTEE REPORTS

a.)  Continuing Professional Education Committee- Kelly Craft – 
 Mr. Craft stated there were no reports at this time.
b.)  Strategic Planning Committee- Kelly Craft – 

            Mr. Craft stated there were no reports at this time.  
       c.)   Apprenticeship Committee- Henry Heier – Mr. Heier stated he wanted to put the                     Board on notice that all future plumbing applications for the registered apprenticeship               program will be referred to this Board.  
      d.)   Journeyman Qualification Review Committee – Terry Smith
Mr. Smith stated he has spoken to the Louisiana Workforce Commission and they are        receptive to a third tier and our committee is still continuing to reach out and correspond with the Louisiana Workforce Commission. Chairman, Mr. Jim Finley stated to Mr. Smith that he assumes due to the pending litigation we cannot act on this particular issue  like we wanted to do in the beginning. Mr. Smith stated that is correct and that is the reason it is pending and we are in a holding pattern.
PREVIOUS MINUTES

(November 16, 2017 & February 5, 2018(Special Board Meeting))

MOTION:
To accept the November 16, 2017 & February 5, 2018 (Special Board Meeting) minutes as presented 


MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT   



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 
 


MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT

 a.) Financial Report - Rickey Fabra 


MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Rickey Fabra



MOTION:
RANDALL MCGEE 




SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT 


MOTION:
CARRIED
b.) Amended Budget Approval (2017-2018) & Budget (2018-2019) – Rickey Fabra
Mr. Fabra stated that himself and Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier met with Mr. David Aucoin, State Plumbing Board of Louisiana CPA, making the adjustment to the budget. As of right now from July 2018 until June 2019 the revised budget is $1,220,000.00. According to the Division of Administration we have to make an amendment to the budget to get within 10%. Mr. Fabra stated this has been done and submitted. 
MOTION: 
To accept the amended budget (2017-2018) and the budget (2018-2019) as presented by Rickey Fabra


MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH

SECOND: 
CARL BOURGEOIS

MOTION: 
CARRIED

ADVISORY REPORT

Mr. Keith Bienvenu stated the advisory board met this morning and would like to make a recommendation that the Board post the published hardship credits for whomever paid for a 2017 license and have those credits apply to their 2019 license. Mr. Bienvenu also recommends that the CPE Providers get with the SPBLA Enforcement Officers and have spot checks during the CPE classes. Mr. Bienvenu also recommended that the Board tasks the CPE Committee to research ways that the vendor certification programs, through our CPE programs, can be made more product specific instead of being generic specific. Mr. Bienvenu stated the advisory board is concerned with an issue regarding the Journeyman Plumber Applicants. When people register for the Journeyman Plumber Exam, shortly thereafter; they receive a letter from a school that suggests the school will help teach them the exam. Mr. Bienvenu stated the Advisory Board decided this would be a legal question and how would we go about informing the applicants that this training is not endorsed or recommended by the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana. This notice is being presented to the applicant that it is coming straight from the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana. Mrs. Julie Richard Spencer, SPBLA Attorney, stated to Mr. Bienvenu if he can present to her copies of this notice that the school is sending. Mr. Bienvenu stated Mr. Bryan Tabor has copies of the notice and he will email the notice to Mrs. Spencer. Mrs. Spencer will get the copy of the notice to the Board once she has received it. Board Member, Mr. Terry Smith stated that himself and Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier have already discussed the situation of SPBLA Enforcement Officers monitoring the CPE classes and believe it to be a great idea for them to assist in that process. 
MOTION: 
To accept the advisory board report as presented by Keith Bienvenu

MOTION:
TERRY SMITH

SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS

MOTION:
CARRIED

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS' REPORT
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ REPORT

                  The enforcement officers each gave their individual report.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S   REPORT

 Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier addressed the board and stated she would like to give a Legislative update regarding HB 785 and SB 482. Mrs. Tullier stated these bills would practically be exempting those who hold a contractor’s license with a specialty of air conditioning of ventilation and duct from holding our gas license. It would be an exemption to the law. Mrs. Tullier stated she and a group met with Senator Riser and Representative Carmadie on Monday, April 9, 2018. Mrs. Tullier stated the  group is in communication and they are watching these bills. Mrs. Tullier will keep the Board abreast on these changes. Another bill that may or may not essentially affect the Board, is SB 260, Senator Milkovich. Mrs. Tullier stated this bill is relative to disciplinary hearings by professional and occupational licensing boards, which is what we are. This bill allows the person who has a disciplinary action brought against him, can elect to have it moved to a DOA law judge. Mrs. Tullier stated we are watching this bill and our Board already falls in line with these rules. Over the last year and the beginning of this year we have really tried to reach out to local municipalities and local officials to bridge the gap between state agencies and city and municipality agencies. Mrs. Tullier stated this has worked out very well. Mrs. Tullier stated to date we have met with fifteen (15) municipalities and nine (9) national and state trade organizations. These meetings have consisted of discussions with local officials, round table, and open discussion meetings with our license holders. Mrs. Tullier stated she will continue with these meetings and they have bridged the gap in communication. Mrs. Tullier stated she would like to recognize our Enforcement Officers. Due to our Enforcement Officers and the new relationships with municipalities, we have more than doubled our enforcement actions against unlicensed plumbers. Our enforcement team and the municipalities have been very open in helping us shut down these jobs and stop these unlicensed persons. Mrs. Tullier stated we have also worked with local law enforcement. Mrs. Tullier appreciates all of the work and stated we will continue these efforts. 
OLD BUSINESS


A.) EXAM REPORTS


1.)  JOURNEYMAN EXAMINATIONS





a.)  January 6, 2018 – Carl Bourgeois / No Issues 





b.)  January 13, 2018 – Larry Reiling / No Issues




c.)  January 20, 2018 – NO EXAM




d.)  April 7, 2018 – Gerald Lacour/No Issues


            2.)  MASTER EXAMINATIONS
a.) February 3, 2018 – Carl Bourgeois /No Issues
3.) MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATIONS
a.) February 10, 2018 – Randall McGee/No Issues
Board Member, Mr. Randall McGee stated there was a gentleman that showed up at the exam without an exam letter and the gentleman stated the office staff told him all he needed to do was show up and he could test. Mr. McGee allowed the gentleman to test. Mr. McGee was made aware that under no circumstances should anyone be allowed to test without being on the test roster.
4.) NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATIONS

a.) March 3, 2018 – NO EXAM
b.) March 10, 2018 – Carl Bourgeois/No Issues
B.) Practical Exam For Natural Gas Fitters – Jim Finley
Chairman, Mr. Jim Finley stated that we have been struggling with developing a manual project for the gas fitters. Mr. Finley would like to form a committee to work on developing a manual project for the exam. The committee will consist of Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra, Board Member, Mr. Carl Bourgeois, and Board Member, Mr. Terry Smith. 

C.) Complaint for Injunctive Relief and Declaratory Judgment – Louis                                                                                                                                                         Robein/Julie Richard Spencer

Executive Session – 11:04 am

Open Session – 12:04 pm

D.) Pending Investigation of Master Plumber Omer Gouner, III – Louis                   Robein/Julie Richard Spencer
Executive Session – 11:04 am

Open Session – 12:04 pm 

MOTION:
The Board to enter into judgement against Omer Gouner, III for deceptive trade practices, intention to pull permits for work he did not perform, falsely impersonating a plumbing board official by forging State Plumbing Board letters and distributing such letters to customers, and sanction against Omer Gouner, III accordingly.

MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT


SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS


MOTION:
CARRIED

MOTION:
To impose a $5,000.00 fine against Mr. Omer Gouner, III.


MOTION:
TERRY SMITH


SECOND:
RANDALL MCGEE

MOTION:
CARRIED
NEW BUSINESS

a.) Paperless Scanner System – Ashley J. Tullier
Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier stated we have discussed at previous board meetings of the possibilities of the office going paperless. Mrs. Tullier and Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra were able to sit down and line out the cost for the paperless scanners. They found it would save the board some revenue. Mostly it will provide more efficient streamline to communicate with not only our license holders but other agencies that we are required to communicate with. We are requesting with the scanning process that it will be used for internal documents only. For example, testing material, applications, renewals, etc. It will start a platform for the future, if the Board ever decides to accept credit cards or renewals online, then that platform will already be set. Mrs. Tullier has spoken with our computer team about how to encrypt those documents to ensure that they are safe and that only we can access them. Mrs. Tullier is asking the Board to consider the office going internal and scanning those documents in office. 

MOTION: 
To accept the office to go paperless, get proposal from our computer team, as long as our budget allows, Mrs. Tullier can move forward to purchase scanners. 

MOTION:
TERRY SMITH

SECOND: 
CARL BOURGEOIS

MOTION:
CARRIED

b.) Replacement of State Vehicle – Jim Finley
Chairman, Mr. Jim Finley stated we have started the process to replace the state vehicle due to the wreck and we have permission from the state to buy a new state vehicle. Hopefully sometime this year we will have a new state vehicle, Chevrolet Equinox. Once it is purchased we will let the Board know. 
c.) Natural Gas Fitter Pre-Qualification – Ashley J. Tullier
Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier stated as you know, we just had someone appear before the Board regarding his natural gas fitter pre-qualification application and his previous employer would not sign off on his application. This is in reflection to allowing whoever they are in the apprenticeship program with to sign off and if they are not in an apprenticeship program they would show proof via W-2’s or hours from their company. If they are in the apprenticeship program, then the apprenticeship program would also need to provide these documents. It gives these guys another avenue to get their documents signed should their past employer not agree to sign the documents. Mrs. Tullier stated as long as they can show proof with W-2’s or pay check stubs and are not in an apprenticeship program, then we would vet those by calling their previous employer. If they are in the apprenticeship program they can send us a schedule of what they have been doing. 
MOTION:
To accept the gas fitter pre-qualifications from appropriate persons with the proper paperwork.
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
LARRY REILING
MOTION:
CARRIED

d.) Plumbing Exam – Ashley J. Tullier

Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier stated currently both the Journeyman and Master Plumber Exams are based off the 2000 Edition Plumbing Code and Title 51, Public Health and Sanitary Code. Mrs. Tullier is requesting consideration from the Board to move forward with our third party, NITC, to negotiate a contract to update those exams to reflect the new current code with amendments.

MOTION:
To move forward with NITC to negotiate a contract.

MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION:
CARRIED

e.) LWFC – Arkansas Construction Education Foundation Application for Apprenticeship Program – Jim Finley
Chairman, Mr. Jim Finley stated he would like to form a committee to review and discuss the application presented. The committee will consist of Chairman, Mr. Jim Finley, Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier, and Board Member, Mr. Randall McGee. Louisiana Workforce Commission, State Apprenticeship Director, Mr. Joseph Hollins stated he would like to provide background regarding the program. This program is registered with the United States Department of Labor as a program in Arkansas. Their employer does work in North Louisiana, in the Monroe area and they have apprentices that work and live in Monroe, Louisiana and plan on staying in Monroe after the completion of the program. Currently the way to verify someone who has been through an apprenticeship program is if they are registered within our Louisiana system. The program is seeking registration for the purposes of making sure their Louisiana residents will eventually be able to sit for the Louisiana Journeyman test and not have to sit for the Arkansas Journeyman test.  Mr. Finley thanked Mr. Holland for the information and involving us in this process. 
f.) Unclassified Employees 4% Increase – Ashley J. Tullier

Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier stated State Civil Service has changed their policy for Classified Employees allowing for 4% Merit Increases at the end of each fiscal. The Board cannot control the Classified Employees, that is set forth by State Civil Service. Mrs. Tullier is requesting consideration for Merit Increases of the same value of 4% for those employees that are not under Civil Service Policies and fall under Un-Classified Employees.
MOTION:
To grant 4% merit increase for Un-Classified Employees. 
  
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION:
CARRIED

TENATIVE DATE FOR THE NEXT

 QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING

August 23, 2018 is the tentative date of the Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:
To adjourn the Annual Board Meeting of the State 


Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 12:07 p.m.
MOTION:
CARL BOURGEOIS 
 

SECOND:
TERRY SMITH
MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







James C. Finley, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

