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...........................................
QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

April 14th, 2016
The Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, James Finley, at 10:07 a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Jim Finley
	
	John Barker
	Meghan Mayer                        Jay Huckabee

	Keith Bienvenu
	
	Ashley Tullier
	Mike Mullen                           Aaron Huckabee

	Kelly Craft
	
	Ashleigh Cambre
	Thomas Danielson                  Terry Smith

	Larry Reiling
	
	Dustine Tullier
	Rudy Landry                           Mary Glosten

	Carl Bourgeois
	
	Teresa Dunn
	Steve Landry                           Ken Meche

	Randy McGee 
	
	Blaine Matte
	Michael Billingsley                 Margherita Orsot

	Gerald LaCour 
	
	Carl Barnum 
	Seth Darouse                           Crystal Carter

	Rickey Fabra 
	
	Cliff Slaughter
	Emile Canale                           Dustin Hebert

	
	
	
	Sean Conner                            Al Smith 

	
	
	
	Creighton Verges                     Darrin DeJohn 

	
	
	
	Dan Bolny                               Tim Morales

	
	
	
	Gene Martin                             Boo Chauvin 

	
	
	
	Andrew Sharpe                        Martin Sharpe   

	
	
	
	Jerry Payne                               Ray Tolar 

	
	
	
	Gigi Fink                                  Rick Lanier

	
	
	
	Ken Pearson                             Matt Hebert

	
	
	
	Jimmy Lockwood                    DJ Berger

	
	
	
	Larry George                           Ken Folse

	
	
	
	Mitch Lebas                             Rob Jones

	
	
	
	JC Matt                                    Tim Haws

	
	
	
	Henry Heier                             Matt Duplessis

	
	
	
	Mike Eilers                              Perry Peyton 

	
	
	
	Jonathan Widdell 

	
	
	
	Barry Davis 


INVOCATION: Kelly Craft   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Jim Finley
ROLL CALL: Ashley Tullier  
PRESENTATIONS

a.) Presentations - Mr. Jim Finley stated that with board approval there would be a slight change in plans on the agenda. We have quite a few presentations so he would like to move the presentations to the end of the meeting so that the board can conduct its business and better determine a time frame of presentations.  
                      APPLICATION COMMITTEE

a.) Journeyman Application Approval - Dustin Hebert - Mr. Dustin Hebert stated that he applied for the journeyman exam and that he provided information showing that he does have the experience to take the exam and has brought drawings to provide to the board of the 9 mile 6 project that he was  a part of and is now maintaining it. He provided the drawings to the board. Mr. Jim Finley questioned what type of work he preformed while in charge of this project. Mr. Dustin Hebert stated that he did plumbing work, drain piping, eyewash stations, ph levels and installing drain lines. Mr. Finley then questioned what code he used to perform this work. Mr. Dustin Hebert stated that he believes it would be considered commercial installation. Mr. Jim Finley questioned if it met the Louisiana plumbing code. Mr. Dustin Hebert stated that he was handed down drawings and then he assisted Shaw with the installation. Mr. Finley stated that the issue was that he did not work under the direct on the job supervision of a master or journeyman plumber and that our test is based on the Louisiana state plumbing code and his work was very much limited to specific piping and does not encompass the entire criteria for the exam but that he would open it to the other board members for comments. Mr. Larry Reiling asked Mr. Dustin Hebert if he specifically knew what code these drawings followed. Mr. Dustin Hebert stated that he was not sure he was just passed the drawings. Mr. Hebert added that he does not mind working under a licensed master plumber but he feels he has the knowledge to test for the journeyman license. Mr. Finley stated that he understands that however the boards hands are tied because of the law and regulations and just because you work from a drawing does not necessarily make it up to the plumbing codes stand point and in addition does not have the on the job site supervision of a licensed plumber. Mr. Jim Finley stated that if you want a journeyman license you need to work under a licensed plumber in order to gain the experience to meet the requirements to take the exam. Mr. Dustin Hebert stated that he has signatures from former plumbers that say he does have the knowledge. Mr. Jim Finley asked Mr. Dustin Hebert how they determined that and Mr. Dustin Hebert stated that they asked him questions. Administrative staff member,  Mrs. Dustine Tullier added that she has the document but the plumbers licenses were not up to date. Mr. Rickey Fabra asked what his experience was with rough-ins and setting fixtures. Mr. Dustin Hebert stated that he guesses that his experience is helping them with installation. Mr. Rickey Fabra asked if he has ever done any under ground rough ins for bath room groups. Mr. Dustin Hebert stated that he has not. Mr. Kelly Craft will make the motion that Mr. Heberts application be denied unless he can get the appropriate vouchers. 


MOTION: To deny Dustin Hebert's request to take the journeyman exam         


        until he can provide appropriate vouchers.  



MOTION: KELLY CRAFT   
 



SECOND: RICKEY FABRA    





MOTION: CARRIED
ENFORCEMENT

a.) Violation Appeal - Kenneth Meche - Administrative staff member, Mrs. Ashley Tullier stated that "on October 5th, 2015, Enforcement Officer Blaine Matte was informed of a complaint filed in regards to Kenneth Meche and his son Josh conducting master plumber work connecting a trailer in More, Louisiana. Upon arrival to the jobsite, Mr. Blaine Matte saw that Mr. Kenneth Meche had already left the jobsite but took several pictures of the plumbing work that was done. On October 6th, 2015 Mr. Blaine Matte contacted the Acadia Parish Permits Office and they informed him  that a Mr. Gerald Trahan had purchased the permit. Upon Mr. Blaine Matte contacting Mr. Gerald Trahan, he stated that it was a rental property and he hired Mr. Kenneth Meche to do the plumbing work and that he was unaware that he was not properly licensed to do the job. Mr. Blaine Matte then contacted Mr. Kenneth Meche and Mr. Meche stated that he was only doing repairs and had only given Mr. Gerald Trahan advise on how the plumbing should be done." Mr. Kenneth Meche approached the board and stated that he was only hired to do a repair on the faucet and that when he arrived on the jobsite Mr. Gerald Trahan questioned him regarding the plumbing at which time he informed him that he would need a master plumber. Mr. Gerald Trahan stated that he did not and that he would do the job. Mr. Kenneth Meche stated that he went to Mr. Gerald Trahan and told him that the Board had accused him of doing the work and Mr. Gerald Trahan wrote a statement that Mr. Kenneth Meche brought with him today stating he was not hired to do the plumbing. Mr. Jim Finley asked Mr. Blaine Matte if he saw Mr. Kenneth Meche actually doing the plumbing work. Mr. Blaine Matte stated that he did not. Mr. Jim Finley stated that their is conflicting evidence and suggested a formal hearing. Mr. Fabra made a motion for a formal hearing.  


MOTION: To move the appeal to a formal hearing  



MOTION: RICKEY FABRA  
 



SECOND: KEITH BIENVENU   





MOTION: CARRIED
b.) Violation Appeal - Jay F. Huckabee - Administrative staff member, Mrs. Ashley Tullier stated that "on January 4th, 2016 Enforcement Officer, Jim York arrived at a jobsite located in West Monroe. Mr. Jim York stated in his citation that there were two helpers left on the jobsite without supervision. Upon questioning, the helpers stated that master plumber, Chris Skains had to leave to go to the bank. Mr. Jay Huckabee was cited for use of unlicensed personnel." Mr. Jay Huckabee approached the board and explained that Chris did leave the jobsite without his knowledge and did leave the apprentices on the jobsite but that they were only there digging out around the pipe until Mr. Chris returned and that they were not installing pipe in anyway. Mr. Rickey Fabra made a motion to wave the fine as a first time offence but if it reoccurs he will be fined.


MOTION: To wave violation fine 



MOTION: RICKEY FABRA  
 



SECOND: RANDALL MCGEE   





MOTION: CARRIED
GUESTS
a. ) Alternative Pathway to Licensure - Louisiana Technical College - Will Seaman - Absent 
SPECIAL REQUESTS

a. ) Request for Time Limit for Scores Waived - Barry Davis - Mr. Carl Bourgeois stated that he will recuse himself from this hearing and is stepping down to join the general public. Administrative staff member, Mrs. Dustine Tullier stated that "on December 21st, 2015 the Administrative Office received a letter from Mr. Barry Davis requesting to only have to take the practical portion of the exam even though it has been  over a year since he was last scheduled for an exam. He said that he would pay the entire exam fee but only wanted to take the practical because he did pass the written portion at one time. He passed the written exam on April 5, 2014. He was rescheduled for the July 26, 2014 practical exam but requested to cancel and be rescheduled due to a death in the family. At this time he was rescheduled for October 4, 2014. He was absent for that exam. We have not received anything from him since he was absent. The Administrative Office and Executive Director, Mr. John Barker believe this is a horrible tragedy but that if he would have at least been scheduled during the past year and two months the board would have allowed for him to only take the practical but he has not tried to re-apply since October of 2014. Mr. John Barker ultimately decided the administrative office should allow the board to decide on this issue." Mr. Barry Davis approached the board and stated that unfortunately his father passed away and after he passed, his older brother passed and then his biological father passed which is why he was unable to get back to taking the practical again. Mr. Jim Finley stated that one of the situations that the board is up against is that there are rules and regulations that the board must follow. Mr. Jim Finley added that he certainly had a difficult time and that he recognizes that however; we are locked in with those rules and we are not able to deviate from them. Mr. Rickey Fabra gave his condolences but stated that he was rescheduled the first time because the board was notified but the board was not notified on the second occasion and his recommendation is to go through the process and take the practical and the written. 

   
MOTION: To have Mr. Barry Davis take the practical and written. Time 



        limit for scores not waived. 



MOTION: RICKEY FABRA  
 



SECOND: KEITH BIENVENU   





MOTION: CARRIED
COMMITTEE REPORTS

 a.) Continuing Education Committee- DJ Berger - Mr. DJ Berger stated that the Continuing Education Committee has met and is requesting the board to allow the committee to look into public partnerships in regards to intergrading industry based presenters into the existing CPE course structure. 
             MOTION:
To allow the committee to review possible public partnerships 




to integrate into the existing CPE course structure.  



MOTION:
KEITH BIENVENU  
 



SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT  





MOTION:
CARRIED 

        b.) Strategic Planning Committee- Mr. Craft stated that during the Strategic Planning 
Committee meeting they discussed being in consensus with the CPE Committee.  
        c.) Apprenticeship Committee- Mr. Henry Heier stated that he has one thing to report on; being the Senate Bill 421 by Senator Francis Thomas but before he does that he asked to indulge the board. Mr. Henry Heier stated that there is a person in the audience, Margharita Orsot relative to her plumbing company which is David Orsot Plumbing from Lake Charles, Louisiana. They are a program sponsor for apprenticeship and are asking the board for clarification. Mrs. Margharita Orsot stated her objective is to present her concern; as a program sponsor, upon revising our standards there was some issue on ratio. Mrs. Margharita Orsot stated that they were not aware that the 1:1 ratio would be in full effect for plumbing companies as it had been before Hurricane Katrina. Mr. Jim Finley stated that this was not an item on the agenda and it should be submitted to the board at a further date. Mr. Henry Heier continued and stated that Senator Thomas introduced legislation on a deadline of filing that effects the plumbing industry and that he plans to go meet with the senator. Mr. Henry Heier states that the bill is somewhat controversial and does a lot of moving parts. The bill has been filed and is not scheduled for a hearing at this time. 
        d.) Property Committee- Mr. Carl Bourgeois stated that at 12:30 we will be signing papers on the new building and he believes this was a very positive thing for the board 

          MOTION:
To accept the committee reports  

          MOTION:
KEITH BIENVENU 
 


          SECOND:
LARRY REILING 
 


          MOTION:
CARRIED
 
PREVIOUS MINUTES

(April 9, 2015)


MOTION:
To accept the November 19, 2015 minutes as presented 


MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT   



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 
 


MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT

 a.) Financial Report - Rickey Fabra 


MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Rickey Fabra



MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT 




SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 


MOTION:
CARRIED
ADVISORY REPORT







NONE 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS' REPORT






NONE 

ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ REPORT

                  The enforcement officers each gave their individual report.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S   REPORT

 Executive Director, Mr. John Barker addressed the board and stated that the board will need to purchase an additional insurance policy through ORM for flood insurance and suggests a 5% budget rate increase each year. Mr. John Barker stated that the board does have a couple of  enforcement officer vacancies but have he has interviewed several candidates and will be hiring as early as next week. Mr. John Barker stated that the bill Mr. Heire spoke of previously needs some tweaking, and will track it and get with the board and see how the board feels. Mr. John Barker adds that Mr. Keith Bienvenu has been working hard on another bill and we support Mr. Keith Bienvenu and we appreciate it. Mr. John Barker thanked all of the people who participated in the CPE Committee meeting this morning  thinks its a positive move for our industry. Mr. John Barker stated that if things flow like the vision he has, it will integrate not just the plumbers but the architects and engineers. Mr. John Barker stated that the CPE Committee will be heavily informed and involved.   
OLD BUSINESS


a.) EXAM REPORTS


1.)  JOURNEYMAN EXAMINATIONS





a.)  January 9, 2016 - Randall McGee / No Issues 





b.)  January 16, 2016 - Kelly Craft / No Issues


2.)  MASTER EXAMINATIONS

a.) February 13, 2016 - Carl Bourgeois / No Issues
b.) Louisiana State Employees' Retirement System - Administrative Errors - Executive Director, Mr. John Barker stated that there was an audit last year and a discrepancy regarding our practices for retirement and as a result there is some money owed to some of our employees. Mr. John Barker added that he is one of those employees. Mr. John Barker stated that he  spoke to the boards advisor, Mrs. Mary Gloston and we either have to do all or none to pay these discrepancies.  Mr. Craft made a motion to approve. 

MOTION: 
To approve administrative error payments to the 



Louisiana State Employees' Retirement System
 

MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 


SECOND: 
KELLY CRAFT 

MOTION:     CARRIED 
c.) Professional Services Contract - Mary Gloston - Mr. Jim Finley stated that the boards advisor, Mrs. Mary Gloston's contract is up for renewal. Mr. Jim Finley added that all of the board members have a copy of the contract and asked if there was a motion to approve. 

MOTION: 
To approve Professional Advisor Contract for Mary 


            Gloston 

MOTION:
KEITH BIENVENU 

SECOND: 
CARL BOURGEOIS 

MOTION:
CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS


a.)  Contractor Bids - Carl Bourgeois - Mr. Carl Bourgeois passed to Mr. John Barker. Mr. Jim Finley noted the board has already approved a consent agreement on the purchase of the building and the signing is today. Mr. John Barker stated that he will pass to Administrative staff member, Mrs. Ashley Tullier who then stated that the administrative staff has received two bids. One from Design Build Associates for $43,700 and one from Faulk and Meek for 109, 560.86. Mr. Finley asked if the new bathroom is included in the Design Build Associated bid and she stated yes it did. Mr. Rickey Fabra made a motion to accept bid from Design Build and Associates.  



MOTION:
To accept bid from Design Build and Associates



MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 



SECOND:
LARRY REILING  




MOTION:
CARRIED

b.) Moving Company Bids - Administrative staff member, Mrs. Ashley Tullier stated that we contacted three moving companies and out of the three, two  have sent in bids and one chose not to submit a bid. The first bid from Student Movers across from the new building only have one truck and quotes $2400 plus $1.50 per box moved but do not work on weekends. The second bid from Two Men and a Truck quoted two trucks and 6 men, they do move on weekends for an estimated total of $2860. Mr. Jim Finley stated that due to office hours we would want to move on the weekend. Mr. Rickey Fabra made a motion to approve the bid for Two Men and a Truck.



MOTION: To approve bid for Two Men and a Truck



MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 




SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT  




MOTION:
CARRIED
PRESENTATIONS

Mr. Jim Finley stated that for the presentations the board would allow for each person to introduce themselves and we would schedule full presentations at a later time once the Continuing Professional Education Committee met to discuss further .
a.) Thomas Danielson - SIMS

b.) Perry Peyton - Parks Peyton

c.) Martin Sharpe - Rob Jones - Woolf Harris

d.) Meghan Mayer - American Standard

e.) Mike Mullen - AH Deveney

f.) Tim Morale - Gigi Fink - Tim Morales and Associates

g.) Matt Hebert - Grant and Associates

h.) Tim Hawes - Coleman Russell

i.) Matt Duplessis - Hamilton Sales

j.) Emile Canale - BBWC

k.) Ken Folse - Viega

l.) Sean Conner - Champions Marketing

m.) Andrew Sharpe - Praxis

n.) Creighton Verges - LCR

o.) Boo Chauvin - Couburn Supply
TENATIVE DATE FOR THE NEXT

 QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING

August 25th, 2016 is the tentative date of the Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:
To adjourn the Quarterly Board Meeting of the State 


Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 11:45 a.m.
MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT 
 

SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 
 

MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







James C. Finley, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

