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...........................................
QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

April 27, 2017
The Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, James Finley, at 9:59 a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	James  Finley 
	Richard Paulk
	Ashley J. Tullier
	DJ Berger                           Fred Robillard

	Kelly Craft
	
	Ashleigh W. Cambre
	JC Matt                              John Thiess

	Rickey Fabra
	
	Dustine Tullier
	Roy Young                        Al Smith

	Carl N. Bourgeois
	
	Teresa Dunn
	Doyle Parsons                   Keith Bienvenu

	Larry Reiling
	
	Harleigh Corcoran
	Scott Long                        Louis DeJohn

	Gerald LaCour 
	
	Cheryl Dawkins
	Jonathon Alonzo              

	Randall McGee 
	
	Jim York
	Chris Ayamami

	Terry Smith
	
	Cliff Slaughter
	Sherman Rogers

	
	
	Glen Gremillion
	Gene Martin

	
	
	Carl Barnum
	Don Traylor

	
	
	Blaine Matte
	Amin Mulkey

	
	
	Mark Sheridan
	Henry Heier

	
	
	John Odum
	Ellis Bourque

	
	
	Pat Olivier
	Bryan Tabor

	
	
	
	Ken Pearson

	
	
	
	Kenneth Meche

	
	
	
	Mitch LeBas

	
	
	
	Julie Richard Spencer

	
	
	
	Boo Chauvin

	
	
	
	Michael McDuff

	
	
	
	Brad Hassert

	
	
	
	Crystal Carter

	
	
	
	Joshua Sullivan

	
	
	
	Russell Robillard


INVOCATION: Randall McGee   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: James Finley
ROLL CALL: Ashleigh W. Cambre  
PRESENTATIONS

a.) Presentations – Chairman of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana, Mr. James Finley introduced the Executive Director of the Louisiana State Licensing Board for Contractors, Mr. Michael B. McDuff and Compliance Director of the Louisiana State Licensing Board for Contractors, Mr. Brad Hassert. 
        
            APPLICATION COMMITTEE

a.) Journeyman Application Applicants; – Sherman Rogers, Christopher Aymami, Jonathan Alonzo, Scott Long/Vouchers; Joshua Sullivan, James Broussard, John Thiess – 
State Plumbing Board of Louisiana Administrative Staff Member, Mrs. Dustine Tullier, addressed the Board and stated that the SPBLA office received four (4) Journeyman Applications for Mr. Christopher Aymami, Mr. Sherman Rogers, Mr. Jonathan Alonzo, and Mr. Scott Long. The applications were dropped off by one of their vouchers, Mr. John E. Thiess, LMP #5795, a few days before the end of the year. All four (4) applications had the same three vouchers; Mr. John Thiess, Mr. James Broussard, and Mr. Joshua Sullivan. Due to the discrepancies with signatures the Executive Director of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier has requested all parties to appear before the board.  


MOTION:
To require Mr. John Thiess to submit payroll documentation. 


MOTION:
TERRY SMITH   
 



SECOND:
RANDALL MCGEE    





MOTION:
CARRIED 
a.)  Journeyman Application Review – Applicant; Johnny White/Vouchers; Jimmy Mumphrey, Ronald Milliet -
State Plumbing Board Administrative Staff Member, Mrs. Dustine Tullier stated Mr. Johnny White, Jr. was approved to take the Journeyman exam with two (2) vouchers. Mr. Jimmy Mumphrey vouched for 5 years and 7 months and Mr. Ronald Milliet vouched for 5 years 6 months. Mr. Johnny White, Jr. was scheduled for the Journeyman exam on January 21, 2017. SPBLA Board Member, Mr. Carl N. Bourgeois was the Board member scheduled for the January 21st exam. Mr. Finley told Mrs. Dustine Tullier to continue with her information. On Monday, January 23, 2017, Mr. Bourgeois contacted our office to see who vouched for Mr. White because Mr. White had worked for him in 2015 and he did not have enough time. Mr. Bourgeois sent SPBLA a copy of an application that was completed when Mr. White interviewed with Mr. Bourgeois. The document stated that he worked for Nation Plumbing for 1 year. The additional experience listed on the document did not pertain to plumbing. Mrs. Dustine Tullier also called Mr. Clint Nation, owner and Master Plumber for C.E. Nation Plumbing. Mr. Nation told Mrs. Dustine Tullier over the phone, that Mr. White had only worked for him for about 1 year. Mr. White has been called before the board to have his years of experience further examined. 
MOTION:
To require Mr. Johnny White to appear at the next Board Meeting before he will be allowed to test. 


MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA   
 



SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT    





MOTION:
CARRIED
ENFORCEMENT

a.) Violation Appeal - Kenneth Meche – 
State Plumbing Board Administrative Staff Member, Ms. Ashleigh W. Cambre stated On January 12, 2017, Enforcement Officer, Blaine Matte, was called out to Higginbotham Hwy in Church Point, Louisiana in regards to an anonymous complaint of someone doing Master Plumber Work Without a License. On January 13, 2017, Mr. Matte arrived at the address and observed a person walking to a vehicle with a Ken Meche Plumbing Sign, and carrying blue pex and a sawsall. The person identified himself as Joshua Meche, and stated that his father Kenneth Meche, was hunting. Joshua Meche is not licensed and stated that his father, Kenneth Meche, was doing the plumbing and ran the water line from the house to the meter and that he was just picking up. Mr. Matte spoke to the homeowner, Faye Camel, who stated that she had no idea that Mr. Meche was not a Master Plumber; at which time Mr. Matte contacted the State Plumbing Board and discovered that Mr. Kenneth Meche had an expired Journeyman License and expired insurance. Mr. Blaine Matte cited Mr. Kenneth Meche for Conducting Master Work Without a Journeyman License. The State Plumbing Board has since received a letter from the homeowner, Jamie Camel, stating that Kenneth Meche did not install any new lines, however; he did come out to fix a leak and that Joshua Meche, was just hired to clean up around the house and help his wife move doors she was painting. Although Mr. Kenneth Meche’s Journeyman License was expired at this time, he has requested an Appeal for his Violation. 
MOTION:
To require Mr. Kenneth Meche to pay violation fine.  



MOTION:
TERRY SMITH  
 



SECOND:
RANDALL MCGEE   





MOTION:
CARRIED
SPECIAL REQUESTS

a.)  Initial License – Amin Mulkey – 
State Plumbing Board Administrative Staff Member, Ms. Ashleigh W. Cambre stated Mr. Amin Mulkey took the Journeyman Exam on July 9, 2016. Mr. Mulkey was sent his passing scores and an initial license form, that states that the license must be applied for within ninety (90) days or would be subject to retesting. Mr. Mulkey called the State Plumbing Board on January 11, 2017, requesting to apply for the license. At which time he was informed that he was one hundred eighty (180) days past due and would need to retest. Mr. Mulkey is appealing the ninety (90) day application rule and is requesting to obtain his initial license without having to retest. 
MOTION:
To require Mr. Amin Mulkey to retest. 



MOTION:
RANDALL MCGEE  
 



SECOND:
TERRY SMITH   





MOTION:
CARRIED
COMMITTEE REPORTS

a.) Continuing Professional Education Committee- SPBLA Vice Chairman, Kelly Craft - Mr. Craft stated that the Continuing Professional Education Committee had a conference call Tuesday, April 25, 2017. Mr. Craft stated the committee has been trying to put together the Gas Continuing Professional Education and has been trying to figure out how to incorporate it in conjunction with the Continuing Professional Education for Plumbing. In our rules, we have four (4) hours for the Journeyman and two (2) hours for the Masters on the plumbing side. If we bring in the gas fitters, we are making a suggestion to the Board, what we would like to have. Instead of four (4) hours for the Journeyman and two (2) hours for the Masters, we would like to go with three (3) hours for the Journeyman plumber and three (3) hours for the gas fitter. Which both of those would be Journeyman and leave the two (2) hours for the Masters. It is all business related and it won’t matter if you are in the gas or the plumbing business, so the two (2) hours will be able to run. Mr. Craft stated that what it does, is takes a six (6) hour day and turns it into an eight (8) hour day. That’s the reason we are trying to eliminate one (1) hour out of the plumbing side for the Journeyman. Mr. Craft stated the only other suggestion that he has heard in reference to that, is on the Masters, because of the eight (8) hours that day, reduce the Masters to one (1) hour instead of two (2) hours. Mr. Craft stated that he suggests to the Board, as a whole, for them to evaluate and try to find out exactly what kind of time we are talking about on this class for the plumbers and the gas fitters. We are also in the process of trying to nail down the topics for the Continuing Professional Education, not only for 2018 but for 2019, as well, so we are not pressed for time at the end of the year. Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. James Finley, stated that is an excellent suggestion and we need to stay ahead of the game. 
        b.) Strategic Planning Committee- None to report.  
c.) Apprenticeship Committee- Mr. Henry Heier stated that he would like to report, that the   Office of Apprenticeship Louisiana Workforce Commission, has recognized inquiries from Master Plumbers and Master Plumbers Groups. Mr. Heier stated they have on record, some forty (40) inquiries, and they are taking them in the order of first in, first out. He would like to report to the Board, that the Office of Apprenticeship has been re-staffed, and they have some new people on board. Mr. Heier stated, they are trying to get their own staff organized. Mr. Heier asked the Board if they would consider inviting the Office of Apprenticeship’s, Executive Director, Mr. Joseph Hollins, to the next Board Meeting. Mr. Heier stated he would like for Mr. Hollins to give a brief presentation of what is going on with the Office of Apprenticeship Louisiana Workforce Commission. Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. James Finley stated that would be an excellent idea. Mr. Finley stated to Executive Director of SPBLA, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier, asking her if she could take care of that and Mrs. Tullier stated yes she could. Mr. Finley asked Mr. Heier if he had anything further. Mr. Heier stated no sir, that concluded his report
PREVIOUS MINUTES

(November 17, 2016)


MOTION:
To accept the November 17, 2016 minutes as presented 


MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT   



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 
 


MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT

 a.) Financial Report - Rickey Fabra 


MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Rickey Fabra



MOTION:
RANDALL MCGEE 




SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 


MOTION:
CARRIED
  b.) 2016-2017 Mid-Year Budget Adjustment – David Aucoin
c.)2017-2018 Budget – David Aucoin
MOTION:  
To accept the 2016-2017 Mid-Year Adjustment and the 2017-2018 budget as presented by David Aucoin

MOTION: 
CARL BOURGEOIS

MOTION: 
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION: 
CARRIED                                                                                                                        

d.) Louisiana Workforce Commission Audit – Rickey Fabra – Mr. Fabra stated there were no discrepancies and it went excellent. Mr. Fabra stated the report he received from the Executive Director of SPBLA, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier was that everything was in order. 
ADVISORY REPORT

a.) Advisory Board   Members submitted by PHCC – Keith Bienvenu, Fred Robillard, Bryan Tabor, Leon Molinario, and Trey Giglio. Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. James Finley stated that Leon Molinario and Trey Giglio were not here at the meeting. Mr. Finley stated that he wants to start having these guys meet before the Board meeting ahead of time to discuss these issues. Mr. Finley stated he wants to utilize them on committees and they would be the first choice on the committees to work with the Board Members. Mr. Finley stated to the guys, thanking them for volunteering to participate. 
b.) Advisory Board Members submitted by Louisiana Pipe Trades Association – Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. James Finley asked, do we not have any Advisory Board Members submitted from the Pipe Trades. Vice-Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. Kelly Craft stated that he will have that taken care of.  (Kenneth Pearson and Ellis Bourque, III). Mr. Finley stated we used the Advisory Board as Enforcement Officers a long time ago. Mr. Finley stated they will receive a document and they would be Enforcement Officers as the Board Members are. Mr. Finley stated we will talk about that at another time once we clear it. 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS' REPORT
a.) Board Member Testing Process – James Finley – Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. James Finley stated that there has been some discussion about the Board Members responsibility at the exam.. Mr. Finley stated it is the Board Members exam, and they are responsible for it. Mr. Finley stated that if we need to tell that to all the examiners, we will. 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ REPORT

                  The enforcement officers each gave their individual report.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S   REPORT
Executive Director of SPBLA, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier addressed the board and stated that the first thing on her report was the Natural Gas and Master Natural Gas Rules. Mrs. Tullier stated that she included a letter from PHCC, from Mr. Danny Bolner, addressing these issues. Mrs. Tullier spoke to and met with the Southeast Louisiana Coalition of the Air Conditioning Industry, and has also spoken to Representative Steve Pughs from the Ponchatoula area. Mrs. Tullier stated that, two (2) of the pre-qualifications require you to have held a Journeyman or Master Plumbing license prior to July 1st. Mrs. Tullier stated that the issue with this, is hindering the HVAC Sector. Mrs. Tullier stated there are municipalities who did not require a Class A or Class B License. They only require that you have been a plumber or HVAC in order to do gas work. Mrs. Tullier would like to make a recommendation to the Board that we remove the requirement of holding a plumbing license, so that these HVAC men and women can obtain a gas license as they have been doing it for so long. Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. James Finley asked Mrs. Tullier if there were any more changes in that rule that she wanted to work on. Mrs. Tullier stated no. Treasurer of SPBLA, Mr. Rickey Fabra stated that he would like to put that in the form of a motion. Mr. Fabra does not think it is necessary for HVAC, who are not doing plumbing work or engaged in the plumbing industry, to be required to hold that gas license.  

MOTION:
To remove the requirement of holding a plumbing license.


MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 


SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS  


MOTION:
CARRIED
OLD BUSINESS


a.) EXAM REPORTS


1.)  JOURNEYMAN EXAMINATIONS





a.)  January 7, 2017 – James Finley / No Issues 





b.)  January 14, 2017 – James Finley / No Issues




c.)  January 21, 2017 – Carl Bourgeois / No Issues


            2.)  MASTER EXAMINATIONS
           


a.) February 4, 2017 – Randall McGee / No Issues
b.) Enforcement – James Finley, Executive Session
c.) Plumbing Ratio – James Finley- Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. James Finley stated that the question has come up about the plumbing ratio for Journeyman to apprentice on the job. Mr. Finley stated that the mandate from the state is 1:1. Mr. Finley stated we have been using 1:2, and sometimes we had 1:3 because of Katrina, but the actual law requires a 1:1 ratio. Mr. Finley stated that if anybody asks what is the ratio, it is 1:1 and we cannot change that. Mr. Finley stated that 1:1 is what the law requires and we have to enforce that ratio.
d.) Financial Approval for PHCC Continuing Professional Education Proposed Program Class at the PHCC Convention in Lake Charles– Keith Bienvenu – Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. James Finley stated that we will deviate from the standard procedure and use this as a test case. Mr. Keith Bienvenu stated that this was already approved, but this is the final agenda that he is presenting to the Board with the list of topics, the time frame of when it’s going to happen, and who the presenters are, and the bios of the presenters. 
MOTION:
To accept the test case for Continuing Professional Education at the PHCC Convention in Lake Charles.

MOTION:
TERRY SMITH
SECOND:
RANDALL MCGEE
MOTION:
CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS


a.)  Tradesman Practical Test Committee – James Finley – Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. James Finley stated that he wanted to remind the test committee that the practical test needs to be ready for June 1st. Mr. Finley stated we are running out of time so we need to pick up the pace. Mr. Finley stated that the Natural Gas Practical Test needs to be ready for September 1st.  Mr. Finley asked the Board if there was anybody on the Board that would like to Chair the Committee for the Practical Test Committee for Tradesman. Board Member, Mr. Terry Smith volunteered to Chair the committee and Mr. Keith Bienvenu and Mr. Bryan Tabor (both from the Advisory Board) will also be on this committee. 

b.) Natural Gas Practical Test Committee – James Finley – Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. James Finley asked the Board if there was anybody on the Board that would like to Chair the Committee for the Practical Test Committee for Natural Gas. Board Member, Mr. Carl Bourgeois volunteered to Chair the committee and Mr. Gene Martin and Mr. Doyle Parsons will also be on this committee. 
c.) Natural Gas Applicants with Restricted Plumbing Licenses – James Finley –

Chairman of SPBLA, Mr. James Finley stated that we have no provisions in our rules about issuing a gas license to a restricted plumber. Mr. Finley stated that the thought is, that if he is restricted to plumbing, he should be restricted to gas. Mr. Finley stated, that if not, you will have a restricted master plumber doing gas work everywhere. Mr. Finley stated that his personal thought, along with Executive Director of SPBLA, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier’s encouragement, is that if someone has a restricted plumbing license, we should also restrict his gas license. Mr. Finley asked Mr. Rickey Fabra if he would be willing to Chair the Committee. Mr. Fabra stated that he would be glad to chair the committee. Mr. Finley stated that Mr. Fabra will handle the gas license for restricted master plumbers on an individual case by case basis.
d.) Continuing Professional Education Provider Applications

MOTION:
To accept continuing professional education provider applications

MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION:
CARRIED

e.) Continuing Professional Education Vendor Applications

MOTION:
To accept continuing professional education vendor applications

MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
RANDALL MCGEE
MOTION:
CARRIED
EXECUTIVE SESSION
SPBLA Board adjourned for Executive Session at 12:03 pm.

SPBLA Board resumed Board Meeting from Executive Session at 12:48 pm.

SPBLA Board Member, Mr. Terry Smith stated that he would like to acknowledge the passing of Mr. Ray Tolar who was a great man and he really loved the plumbing industry himself and he never met a stranger and he just wanted to acknowledge him. Chairman for SPBLA, James Finley asked for a moment of silence for Mr. Ray Tolar.  
TENATIVE DATE FOR THE NEXT

 QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING

August 24th, 2017 is the tentative date of the Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:
To adjourn the Quarterly Board Meeting of the State 


Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 12:50 p.m.
MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT 
 

SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA 
 

MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







James C. Finley, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

