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...........................................
ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

August 24, 2017
The Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, James Finley, at 10:01 a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	James  Finley
	Michael Eilers
	Ashley J. Tullier
	Lynne Finley

	Kelly Craft
	Keith Bienvenu
	Ashleigh W. Cambre
	JC Matt

	Rickey Fabra
	Bryan Tabor
	Dustine Tullier
	Roy Young

	Carl N. Bourgeois
	Fred Robillard
	Harleigh Corcoran
	Ellis Bourque

	Larry Reiling
	Kenneth Pearson
	Cheryl Dawkins
	Boo Chauvin

	Gerald LaCour 
	
	Pat Olivier
	David Cloteaux

	Randall McGee 
	
	Jim York
	Roy Bertrand, Jr.

	Terry Smith
	
	Cliff Slaughter
	Gene Martin

	
	
	Glen Gremillion
	John Mata

	
	
	John Odum
	Ronnie Milliet

	
	
	Blaine Matte
	Jimmy Lockwood

	
	
	Mark Sheridan
	Al Smith

	
	
	
	Creighton Verges

	
	
	
	Phyllis Perron

	
	
	
	Joseph Hollins

	
	
	
	DJ Berger

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION: Randall McGee   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: James Finley
ROLL CALL: Ashleigh W. Cambre  
PRESENTATIONS

a.) Presentations –  WAFB, Mr. Marcus McGehee, Senior Digital Sales Specialist and Mr. Don Lloyd, Sales Manager, presented a proposal for a one month campaign to the Board with a slide show presentation for a commercial to inform the public and make the public more aware of hiring licensed plumbers through the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana. 
MOTION: 
To approve the contract proposal for a thirty (30) day trial in the amount of $5,500.00.

MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH
SECOND: 
RICKEY FABRA
MOTION: 
CARRIED 
                      APPLICATION COMMITTEE

       No reports at this time
ENFORCEMENT

a.) Violation Appeal – Jerry Paul Lewis – 
State Plumbing Board Administrative Staff Member, Ms. Ashleigh W. Cambre stated on April 18, 2017, Enforcement Officer, Mr. Glen Gremillion arrived at 606 Alma Street, Lake Charles, LA. Mr. Gremillion identified himself as an Enforcement Officer for the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana to the contractor on-site, Mr. Glen Lewis, owner of Lewis Home Improvements, LLC. Mr. Gremillion asked Mr. Glen Lewis who was the plumber on the jobsite and Mr. Glen Lewis stated he did not know. Mr. Gremillion walked into the home and observed Mr. Jerry Paul Lewis working on plumbing fixtures for a washing machine. Mr. Gremillion asked Mr. Jerry Paul Lewis if he was the plumber and he stated that he was. Mr. Gremillion then requested to see his license and he stated he did not have a license. The contractor, Mr. Glen Lewis then walked up to Mr. Gremillion and told him that the owner of the home, Mr. Mark Fontenot, must have pulled the permits if he needed to see them. Mr. Gremillion told Mr. Glen Lewis that he was not there to check permits, but was there to check the licenses of the plumbers. Mr. Gremillion stated he followed Mr. Jerry Paul Lewis around the back of the home. Mr. Gremillion stated he witnessed Mr. Jerry Paul Lewis crawling under the home and also witnessed another gentleman, identified as Mr. Quentin Mark Lewis, coming out from under the home carrying PVC pipes and fittings. Mr. Gremillion asked Mr. Quentin Mark Lewis if he was a plumber and he stated that he was. Mr. Gremillion asked Mr. Quentin Mark Lewis to see his license and he told him that he did not have a license. At that time, the contractor, Mr. Glen Lewis walked up to Mr. Gremillion and was speaking to the owner of the home, Mr. Mark Fontenot on the phone. Mr. Gremillion was able to speak to the owner and asked Mr. Fontenot if he hired the plumbers on this job. Mr. Fontenot told Mr. Gremillion that the contractor, Mr. Glen Lewis gave him a bid to do the plumbing work and hired him to complete the job. Mr. Gremillion cited Mr. Jerry Paul Lewis for Journeyman work without a license. At this time, Mr. Jerry Paul Lewis is requesting an Appeal for his Violation. 
MOTION:
To require Mr. Jerry Paul Lewis to pay violation fine.   



MOTION:
TERRY SMITH  
 



SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT   





MOTION: 
CARRIED

b.) Violation Appeal – Quentin Mark Lewis
 
State Plumbing Board Administrative Staff Member, Ms. Ashleigh W. Cambre stated on April 18, 2017, Enforcement Officer, Mr. Glen Gremillion arrived at 606 Alma Street, Lake Charles, LA. Mr. Gremillion identified himself as an Enforcement Officer for the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana to the contractor on-site, Mr. Glen Lewis, owner of Lewis Home Improvements, LLC. Mr. Gremillion asked Mr. Glen Lewis who was the plumber on the jobsite and Mr. Glen Lewis stated he did not know. Mr. Gremillion walked into the home and observed Mr. Jerry Paul Lewis working on plumbing fixtures for a washing machine. Mr. Gremillion asked Mr. Jerry Paul Lewis if he was the plumber and he stated that he was. Mr. Gremillion then requested to see his license and he stated he did not have a license. The contractor, Mr. Glen Lewis then walked up to Mr. Gremillion and told him that the owner of the home, Mr. Mark Fontenot, must have pulled the permits if he needed to see them. Mr. Gremillion told Mr. Glen Lewis that he was not there to check permits, but was there to check the licenses of the plumbers. Mr. Gremillion stated he followed Mr. Jerry Paul Lewis around the back of the home. Mr. Gremillion stated he witnessed Mr. Jerry Paul Lewis crawling under the home and also witnessed another gentleman, identified as Mr. Quentin Mark Lewis, coming out from under the home carrying PVC pipes and fittings. Mr. Gremillion asked Mr. Quentin Mark Lewis if he was a plumber and he stated that he was. Mr. Gremillion asked Mr. Quentin Mark Lewis to see his license and he told him that he did not have a license. At that time, the contractor, Mr. Glen Lewis walked up to Mr. Gremillion and was speaking to the owner of the home, Mr. Mark Fontenot on the phone. Mr. Gremillion was able to speak to the owner and asked Mr. Fontenot if he hired the plumbers on this job. Mr. Fontenot told Mr. Gremillion that the contractor, Mr. Glen Lewis gave him a bid to do the plumbing work and hired him to complete the job. Mr. Gremillion cited Mr. Quentin Mark Lewis for Journeyman work without a license. At this time, Mr. Quentin Mark Lewis is requesting an Appeal for his Violation, however; Mr. Quentin Mark Lewis called the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana office and spoke with Ms. Cambre and informed her that he will not be able to appear before the board due to transportation issues.

MOTION:
To require Mr. Quentin Mark Lewis to pay violation fine.   



MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT  
 



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS   





MOTION: 
CARRIED

c.) Violation Appeal – Roy Bertrand, Jr.

On May 24, 2017 Enforcement Officer, Mr. Blaine Matte, arrived at 9611 Maurice Drive, Maurice, LA. Mr. Matte identified himself to the person on the jobsite as an Enforcement Officer for the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana and requested to see the signage for the jobsite. Mr. Matte was informed that the sign fell and it would be put back up before they left. The personnel on the jobsite identified themselves as, Mr. James S. Bertrand and Mr. Joshua Mason Holmes employed by Bertrand Plumbing. Mr. Matte then contacted the Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley Tullier to verify if either persons were licensed by the board to do plumbing work, at which time he was informed they were not license. Mr. Matte also inquired if the Master Plumber for Bertrand Plumbing, Mr. Roy Bertrand, Jr. held a current license, at which time he was informed that he does have a current license. Mr. Matte cited the Master Plumber for Bertrand Plumbing, Mr. Roy Bertrand, Jr. for use of unlicensed personnel. Mr. Matte also stated that before he left the jobsite, Mr. James Bertrand told him that Mr. Roy Bertrand, Jr., the owner and Master Plumber, had just left and they were leaving for lunch. At this time, Mr. Roy Bertrand, Jr. is requesting an Appeal for his Violation and Fee ($1,000.00).

MOTION: 
To reduce the violation fine to $500.00, and note if Mr. Bertrand is cited again he will not have a reduction in his violation fine.

MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH
SECOND: 
RANDALL MCGEE
MOTION: 
CARRIED
d.) Violation Appeal – Vincent Lott

On April 20, 2017 Enforcement Officer, Mr. Cliff Slaughter, received a notice from the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana office regarding a complaint filed by Crossroads Plumbing, LLC with allegations of violation(s) possibly committed by a former employee, Mr. Vincent Lott. According to documents provided by complainant, Mr. Vincent Lott, who is unlicensed to perform plumbing work, had engaged in plumbing activity at 4439 Lincoln Road, Alexandria, LA, allegedly the residence of Ms. Amy Terry. Mr. Lott used the name of Crossroads Plumbing, LLC while engaging in this work and did, in fact, furnish a receipt for labor and materials to Ms. Amy Terry listing the company as Crossroads Plumbing, LLC. Crossroads Plumbing, LLC employee, Ms. Velma Dufour, was subsequently contacted by the Social Security Office in Alexandria, LA to verify a receipt presented to the Social Security office for reimbursement of expenses by Ms. Amy Terry. Social Security Administration employee, Ms. Vicky Bales, suspected fraudulent activity and was attempted to make a determination regarding payment. Enforcement Officer, Mr. Slaughter was unable to contact Ms. Terry despite repeated telephone calls and two (2) trips to her location. Mr. Slaughter contacted Mr. Lott and confronted him with the allegations against him at which point he strenuously disputed the amount listed as payment to him ($5300.00) and insisted the extent of the work he performed was repairing a water leak at the residence. Mr. Lott admitted he was unlicensed and had performed plumbing work at 4439 Lincoln Road, Alexandria, LA for Ms. Amy Terry. Mr. Slaughter cited Mr. Vincent Lott for Operating a Plumbing Business Without a License and Master Work Without a License. Per Mr. Vincent Lott’s Counsel, Mr. Kevin M. Dantzler, L.L.C. Attorney at Law is requesting an Appeal on behalf of Mr. Lott’s violation, however; Mr. Lott nor his counsel appeared for the board meeting.

MOTION: 
To require Mr. Vincent Lott to pay violation fine and our counsel will send a letter to Mr. Lott’s counsel letting them know of the Board’s decision and give them their appeal rights if they decide to further pursue this appeal. 
MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH

SECOND: 
KELLY CRAFT

MOTION:
CARRIED

OTHER GUESTS
a.) Nolan E. “Gene” Martin – President for the State PHCC addressed the Board and thanked them for allowing him to come today. Mr. Martin stated that PHCC would like to change the definition of what a tradesman plumber is and have the Board to consider and look into changing the definition. SPBLA Chairman, Mr. James Finley asked Mr. Martin if they are trying to redefine what a tradesman can do. Mr. Martin stated that they are trying to expand the work of a tradesman for example working on commercial jobs and appliances. Mr. Finley stated that the Board is restricted by what it can do because of the law, however; the Board cannot concur as a whole since they cannot lobby. 
b.) Joseph Hollins – Office of Apprenticeship Executive Director wanted to address the board and speak about the new rule for plumbers going through the Apprenticeship Program in order to take the Journeyman Plumber Exam. Mr. Hollins stated there has been an influx of company’s seeking to get approved to have an apprenticeship program. Mr. Hollins stated there are three (3) curriculums that the plumbers are being trained on, 1. through the trades they have a certain curriculum, 2. PHCC uses NCCER, and 3. another program teaches through the code book. Mr. Hollins would like to see a list of approved curriculums through the State Plumbing Board, whether it be to teach through the code, use NCCER, or the trade curriculum and maybe include one more to have four (4) curriculums, that we would like plumbers to use if you are going to have an apprenticeship program.  Mr. Hollins stated that David Orsot Plumbing took the code book and created a curriculum based on the Louisiana Code Book and they teach to the test. Chairman, Mr. James Finley stated he doesn’t think teaching to the code is a way to teach plumbing. Mr. Finley stated that there needs to be a nationally recognized program to be adopted. Secretary/Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra stated if the board would like to put a committee together, as an oversight committee to review this curriculum from the Pipe Trades, PHCC, and any other approved training providers that want to implement a curriculum based on plumbing to the state to get approved as a registered program, he would be glad to chair the committee.  Mr. Finley appointed Mr. Fabra as the chair of this committee, SPBLA Vice-Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft, Mr. Terry Smith, Mr. Keith Bienvenu, and Mr. Michael Eilers who will now serve on the Apprenticeship Committee. 
SPECIAL REQUESTS






No requests at this time
COMMITTEE REPORTS

a.)     Continuing Professional Education Committee- Kelly Craft -  
Mr. Craft stated that he would like to thank the CPE Committee for all of the hard         work. Mr. Craft also stated that this is the first year the CPE Committee has picked out topics for 2018 and 2019 which puts us a year ahead and we will continue with this process in order to keep us from having a delay with the manufacturer of the material.
MOTION: 
To accept the CPE topics presented

MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND: 
TERRY SMITH
MOTION: 
CARRIED

b.)    Strategic Planning Committee- Kelly Craft – 

        Mr. Craft stated there were no reports at this time.  
       c.)   Apprenticeship Committee- Henry Heier – Mr. Heier was absent
      d.)   Nomination Committee – Rickey Fabra
Vice-Chairman of the Nomination Committee, Mr. Carl Bourgeois stated the   Nomination committee met and would like to provide the following for consideration as officers: Mr. James C. Finley as Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft as Vice-Chairman, and Mr. Rickey Fabra as Secretary/Treasurer.
MOTION: 
To accept the report from the Nomination Committee Election of Officers



MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH


SECOND: 
RANDALL MCGEE



MOTION: 
CARRIED
PREVIOUS MINUTES

(April 27, 2017)


MOTION:
To accept the April 27, 2017 minutes as presented 


MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA   



SECOND:
TERRY SMITH 
 


MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT

 a.) Financial Report - Rickey Fabra 


MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Rickey Fabra



MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT 




SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 


MOTION:
CARRIED
ADVISORY REPORT






No reports at this time
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS' REPORT




              No reports at this time 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ REPORT

                  The enforcement officers each gave their individual report.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S   REPORT

 Executive Director of SPBLA, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier addressed the board and stated that we are almost complete with the remodel and construction of the building. Mrs. Tullier stated that we currently have to date 272 registered apprentices, 349 Natural Gas Fitter Licenses, and 470 Master Natural Gas Fitter Licenses. Mrs. Tullier stated that she is meeting with different HVAC associations encouraging them and informing them of the new law change and we are starting to see the HVAC side fall in line as well. We are issuing a Tradesman Exam, Journeyman Natural Gas Exam and a Master Natural Gas Exam in September. Mrs. Tullier stated that she has been meeting with several of the permits offices regarding the new changes and it has helped tremendously with our relationship with them. 
OLD BUSINESS


a.) EXAM REPORTS


1.)  JOURNEYMAN EXAMINATIONS





a.)  April 8, 2017 – Randall McGee / No Issues 





b.)  April 22, 2017 – Gerald LaCour / No Issues




c.)  April 29, 2017 – Larry Reiling / No Issues


            2.)  MASTER EXAMINATIONS

a.) May 13, 2017 – Carl Bourgeois / No Issues
b.) Continuing Professional Education Incorporation of Vendors & Hours – Vice-Chairman, Kelly Craft
Mr. Craft stated that the committee put together the hours for continuing professional education as follows: 

Journeyman Plumber: 

3.5 hours

Master Plumber: 


5 hours

Natural Gas Fitter:


2.5 hours

Master Natural Gas Fitter: 

4 hours

Journeyman Plumber w/Gas:

4.5 hours

Master Plumber w/Gas:

6 hours
Mr. Craft stated that the providers can use the approved vendors in portions of their class or not use them at all or use them in the entirety of what they are doing except for the Law and Safety portion. The provider must be in the room with the vendor at the time it takes place.
MOTION:
To accept the incorporation of Vendors & Hours for Continuing Professional Education.

MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT
SECOND:
TERRY SMITH
MOTION:
CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS

a.) Continuing Professional Education Vendor Applications – Ashleigh W.                           Cambre
MOTION:
To accept continuing professional education vendor applications

MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION:
CARRIED

            b.) 4% Merit Increase for Staff Member-Teresa Dunn – Ashley J. Tullier
MOTION: 
To grant 4% merit increase to be in compliance with Civil Service 

MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND: 
KELLY CRAFT

MOTION: 
CARRIED
          c.)  Discuss Continuing Professional Education Courses – Keith Bienvenu
Mr. Bienvenu would like continued resolution from the board to continue the CPE Vendor format at the PHCC Conventions going forward until the board sees fit to not continue the process. 




MOTION: 
To continue the CPE format at the PHCC Conventions




MOTION: 
KELLY CRAFT




SECOND: 
RICKEY FABRA




MOTION: 
CARRIED

TENATIVE DATE FOR THE NEXT

 QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING

November 16, 2017 is the tentative date of the Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:
To adjourn the Annual Board Meeting of the State 


Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 11:51 a.m.
MOTION:
CARL BOURGEOIS 
 

SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA
 

MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







James C. Finley, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

