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...........................................
ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

August 25th, 2016
The Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Vice-Chairman, Kelly Craft, at 10:00 a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Kelly Craft 
	
	John Barker
	DJ Berger 

	Rickey Fabra 
	
	Ashley Tullier
	Ed Guillory 

	Keith Bienvenu 
	
	Dustine Tullier
	Rick Moore 

	Gerald LaCour 
	
	Teresa Dunn
	Julie-Richard Spencer

	Larry Reiling 
	
	Jim York 
	David Michel

	Carl Bourgeois
	
	Blaine Matte 
	Boo Chauvin 

	
	
	Glen Gremillion
	Julie Fuselier

	
	
	Mark Sheridan 
	Russell Robillard 

	
	
	Pat Olivier
	Ellis Bourque 

	
	
	Cliff Slaughter
	Bryan Tabor 

	
	
	
	Marvin Ellis 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION: Kelly Craft     
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Kelly Craft 
ROLL CALL: Ashley Tullier  
PRESENTATIONS
N/A
                      APPLICATION COMMITTEE







N/A
ENFORCEMENT

a.) Violation Appeal - James Edward Hanson  - Mr. James Hanson was absent to appear before the board. The board motioned due to failure to appear that the violation would stand but due to the state of emergency the board will allow him to reschedule his appearance to the November meeting.


MOTION:
To allow rescheduling of hearing to November meeting  




MOTION:
KEITH BIENVENU 
 



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS




MOTION: 
CARRIED
SPECIAL REQUESTS

a. ) Request for license renewal - David Michel - Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra recused himself and joined the general public. Mr. David Michel addressed the board and explained that he requested to appear before the board due to renewing licensure. He thought that his receptionist had been renewing his license for the last few years but he has been taking continuing education every year and that he is here to request to renew his license without retaking the exam. Mr. Keith Bienvenu explained that it has been a long established policy that after 4 years of consecutive non-renewal you must retest and would make a recommendation to the board not to change that. Vice-Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft addressed Mr. Michel and asked him if he understood the motion. Mr. Michel wanted to know why his provider did not tell him . Mr. Craft explained that the provider is there to provide continuing professional education . Mr. Bienvenue added that the provider does not know or ask if you are currently licensed. Mr. Craft stated that he understands Mr. Michel's position but that it is an excessive amount of time on top of everything else and it is the plumbers responsibility to renew their license. Mr. Michel stated that he could get his retake paperwork and apply to take the exam today. 
   
MOTION:
To require re-examination 


MOTION:
KEITH BIENVENU 
 



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS   





MOTION:
CARRIED
COMMITTEE REPORTS

 a.) Continuing Professional Education Committee- DJ Berger - Chairman of the CPE Committee, DJ Berger stated that the SPBLA CPE Committee met on August 9, 2016 at the SPBLA Baton Rouge office to discuss plans of integrating Vendor provided Supplemental Instructors into the 2017 CPE Training Courses. 

SPBLA will solicit Vendors on an equal basis and will require all Vendors to complete an application for approval prior to being scheduled for any SPBLA Approved Training Provider course. In addition to the completed application; all Vendors will agree to commit to a three (3) year term of providing training support so as to allow all SPBLA Approved Training Providers the opportunity of offering training in all SPBLA required locations. Vendors will be required to provide course materials in loose leaf printed format. Vendor provided course plans will be formatted in one (1) hour modules. Vendor Instructors will be considered as Supplemental Instructors as is currently allowed in rule. SPBLA Approved Course Instructor responsibility will remain as is currently required in the rule. Journeyman worker Plumber Course plan will contain two (2) hours of SPBLA Requirements, such as, Safety, Code, Rules and Regulations, Enforcement, Gas Piping, and other relevant SPBLA information, with the remaining two (2) hours of training provided through vendor provided materials. Master Plumber Course will remain as is with two (2) hours of Business Related Topics. SPBLA Approved Training Providers will be supplied with a list of SPBLA Approved Vendors and Supplemental Instructors. SPBLA Approved Training Providers will contact and secure scheduling directly with vendors and will communicate scheduled course dates and locations to SPBLA office staff at least thirty (30) days prior to scheduled course date. SPBLA will advise a cost to provide SPBLA Approved Training Providers with a one inch (1”) loose leaf binder and SPBLA Training Materials. Binder and SPBLA Training Materials will be provided to each attendee to allow insertion of Vendor supplied course materials. Executive Director, Mr. John Barker thanked DJ for his work and stated that it has been a chore. 

         b.) Strategic Planning Committee- N/A 
        c.) Apprenticeship Committee- Executive Director, John Barker stated that he spoke with the Chairman of the committee, Henry Heier, during the week and Mr. Heier did not have anything to present at this time but will for the November meeting. Mr. Barker stated that the only thing Mr. Heier wants the board to keep in mind is that there will need to be some type of concession for those who fall behind or fall through the cracks and that we will need to gradually bring them in some way, shape or form. Any schools and any people whether it be an organization or independent, they are going to have to make some type of concession, for lack of better words, for the people that fall through the cracks. Mr. Barker stated that he was at a meeting and there are several people who are not going to make it and there is no way that someone who has 3 years and 8 months that we are going to ask them to go through an additional 4 year program. Mr. Barker stated that he is sure they will have a couple of apprenticeship meetings between now and the November board meeting and that we are not trying to change the way anyone does business but Mr. Heier just wants to keep that at the forefront of peoples minds. 
PREVIOUS MINUTES

(April 14, 2016)


MOTION:
To accept the April 14, 2016 minutes as presented 


MOTION:
KEITH BIENVENU    



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 
 


MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT

 a.) Financial Report - Rickey Fabra 


MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Rickey Fabra



MOTION:
CARL BOURGEOIS 




SECOND:
LARRY REILING  


MOTION:
CARRIED
ADVISORY REPORT

Vice-Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft discussed the flood situation and stated we have a responsibility to the citizens to ensure that they are not using some fly by night plumbers who are showing up acting like they are going to fix things. Mr. Craft stated that he would like to make a suggestion that we get more recommendations for Advisory Board Members. He states that he believes we have 8 members, and that maybe we can get 10 so that when we have a meeting we will actually have some people from the advisory board here and when we have a tragedy like this, they can actually assist along side some of the enforcement guys. Mr. Craft feels that at this stage in the game we find 10 people to put in those positions. Mr. Craft stated that if  Mr. Keith Bienvenu can find 5 and he can find 5 that may help the process. Executive Director, Mr. John Barker stated that there will be a lot of people doing things they are not supposed to be, so we should put together a blitz with enforcement officers and hit several areas at once. Mr. Bienvenu asked if we are talking about making the advisory board members special enforcement officers. Mr. Barker stated this is already a part of the rule. Mr. Craft asked about identification going into these areas. Mr. Barker stated it comes with the rules, we supply them with ID's. Mr. Barker further stated that Mr. Craft has a good idea,  but the advisory board should shadow the enforcement officers before we send them out in the field to enforce. Mr. Carl Bourgeois asked if they can act alone and Mr. Barker stated yes. Mr. Bourgeois additionally  asked if the board members had the same authority. Mr. Barker stated that they absolutely do and that Chairman, Mr. Jim Finley,  submits pictures regularly. Mr. Bourgeois asked if we should we make a suggestion for motion to have someone chair the Advisory Board. Me. Bourgeois stated that it has been his experience that there is not a lot of communication with the advisory board. Mr. Barker states that you need to vet special enforcement officers because there are duties involved. Mr. Craft stated that releasing something to the media that we are putting more boots on the ground is imperative and reiterates that as long as they have the proper tools he supports it. Staff confirms that there are already provisions in our law to allow for special enforcement officers and no motion necessary.     
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS' REPORT






N/A
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ REPORT

                  The enforcement officers each gave their individual report.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S   REPORT

 Executive Director, John Barker stated that we have a few things that flooded around us but our building did not take on any water from ground sources, but that we did have some issues with leaks. Mr. Barker states that he spoke to our chairman and the staff has obtained 3 bids for replacement of the roof.  Mr. Barker stated that again he spoke to Mr. Finley and although it is not in the budget we are going to add it is an emergency allowance and after this report, he asks that the board allows us to move forward on that. Mr. Barker continued his report and stated that although the audit was thrown upon us, meaning that we were audited before our fiscal year ended, which made it difficult, it is done and we were scheduled to have our exit conference but due to the flood it was postponed and we are rescheduling and hopefully will meet next week to discuss any findings or recommendations. Mr. Barker stated that he thought it was unfair to audit us on things that were not complete yet and in the past we had third parties who came in at the end of the fiscal, but that last year they started doing it themselves and it is a much more thorough and lengthily process. Mr. Barker recognized Mr. Boo Chauvin in the audience, and would like to touch on the vendors. Mr. Barker states we are still trying to put together a show for the vendors for the plumbers and that it is going to be a difficult task but the vendors have stepped up and volunteered to take charge. Mr. Barker stated that additionally we will get together in a minute regarding a resolution or press release in response to the storm. Mr. Barker stated that he has spoken to our counsel and they tell him that they can handle that. In closing, Mr. Barker would like you to keep Ashleigh and Carl in your thoughts, the flood was just a tough situation. Mr. Barker stated that this concludes his  report but before we go further our counsel would like to make some comments on the Federal Trade Commission case in North Carolina vs the North Carolina Dental Board, which will directly affect us at some point . Mrs. Julie Richard-Spencer stated that if the board will recall the last time that she was here, the decision had just been issued by the Supreme Court and she talked some to you then about potential implications and the fact that we expected there to be a trickle down affect. Mrs. Richard-Spencer further states that we are starting to see that and in the beginning of the month the Louisiana Attorney Generals Office became involved and started requesting information. Mrs. Richard-Spencer stated that this is not just directed at the plumbing board and that this involves every board and commission and they are being asked to provide information so that it can be reviewed. Mrs. Richard-Spencer stated that she believes we have already received a request to provide information and the board has provided what they have asked for, but that there is a new wrinkle and she just wanted to make sure the board is aware. Mrs. Richard-Spencer further states that the plumbing board is not directly implicated however; the Department of Health and Hospitals is creating a task force to look into the case and actually examine the results of the holdings and the operations of all the boards and whether or not those boards in their functions have met the criteria for that case. Mrs. Richard-Spencer stated that she warned the board then that this might start to happen and we are finally starting to see indications. She thinks they will start with boards who are really key positions in terms of health and safety, but that we are peripherally involved in health and think this may end up being a template. Mrs. Richard-Spencer stated they are watching the proposed act which creates a task force and assigns parties of this group to be a part of this task force. Mrs. Richard-Spencer further stated we are not part of this task force but the task force is ultimately going to make recommendations for what changes need to be made particularly oversight issues and what oversight issues have to be in place to comply with the North Carolina decision. Mrs. Richard-Spencer thinks what may end up happening is some of the reporting that comes out of this task force may be used to cross over to other boards that are not directly under the auspices of the Department of Health and Hospitals, so we are watching it and wanted the board to be aware of what is out there. Mrs. Richard-Spencer stated that there is a possibility they may create more task forces and we may be involved in it and she just wanted to make sure that all of you saw this and keep yourself informed. She stated to keep this in mind and that there is nothing that appears it will be overturned, so eventually we will be faced with how our regulations are promulgated and approved and oversight issues once we make decisions about enforcement issues.  She stated that she feels confident that the way we do things is appropriate but we want you to be aware that we will be under somewhat of a spotlight and there is no need at this point to make any motions and that its a wait and see as to what comes out of the Attorney Generals Office and ultimately this task force. The Executive Director, Mr. John Barker stated that we are indirectly associated because 2 of our 8 board members are appointed by the Department of Health and Hospitals, so whatever comes of this, we will be right in the mix. Mrs. Richard-Spencer stated once the taskforce makes recommendations those will not become law until they are looked at so we will have an opportunity to see recommendations. She further stated that this is a nationwide issue and this is not an attack on the plumbing board, however; the ruling of the Supreme Court governs all boards so we are going to have to keep our eye on this. Mr. Barker stated we will be poised to do whatever it is we need to do. Mrs. Richard-Spencer additional adds that most importantly we want to continue what we are doing, which is to ensure that the plumbers who are out there doing work are doing so with appropriate qualifications and skills and that the board enforces that in a way that is compliant with the law but is also protective to the citizens. She concluded by stating that is where we are and we are going to stay in front of it and when we need to act we will let you know and we will act.  

OLD BUSINESS


a.) EXAM REPORTS


1.)  JOURNEYMAN EXAMINATIONS





a.)  July 9, 2016 - Randall McGee / No Issues 





b.)  July 16, 2016 - Larry Reiling / No Issues



 
c.) July 23, 2016 - Carl Bourgeois/ No Issues


2.)  MASTER EXAMINATIONS

a.) May 7, 2016 - Keith Bienvenu / No Issues

b.) August 6, 2016 - Randy McGee / No Issues
b.) Journeyman Repair Companies - John Barker - Executive Director, John Barker requests that the board address journeyman repair companies. Mr. Barker stated that at one of our prior meetings the board discussed journeyman repair and that he is of the opinion since this recent legislation by Senator Thompson , the need for any new journeyman repair companies is not there anymore simply because it creates the tradesman that can work on 1 and 2 family dwellings. Mr. Barker stated that he had a conversation with Mr. Keith Bienvenu the other day and believes there may be some contradiction to the rules and he would like the board to consider reviewing. The board currently has 52 journeyman repair companies and he would like to ask the counsel about a temporary  injunction or to not accept anymore of those types of license renewals. On behalf of the boards counsel, Mrs. Julie Richard-Spencer stated that they would not be comfortable enjoining anything until we determine we can enjoin it but thinks the board can certainly look at it. Mr. Barker requests that the counsel  look into it and that he is just seeing that the tradesman will take care of that need. Mrs. Richard-Spencer stated that she thinks Mr. Barker may have a valid point and understands that there was a sub-committee working on the tradesman rules. Mr. Barker stated that he just spoke to Mr. Louie Robein the other day and there will be a sub-committee because we will do it all together. Mrs. Richard-Spencer asked if the gas fitting and tradesman will be done at the same time. Mr. Barker stated that Mr. Robein is of the opinion that we do the rule changes together and that we vote on it at the November meeting, do an emergency rule in December which will give us another 120 days to get the permanent rules together. Mrs. Richard-Spencer stated that she thinks that is the plan and when we are doing that we need to look at if tradesman provision will subsume the journeyman repair company issue. Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra motioned that the board authorize the counsel to begin rule making on natural gas fitter, tradesman and to look at the journeyman repair. 

MOTION: 
To allow the counsel to begin rule making on natural   



gas fitter and tradesman and to review journeyman 



repair at that time. 




 

MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA  


SECOND: 
CARL BOURGEOIS  

MOTION:     CARRIED 
c.) Dick Roundtree Copier Renewal - Ashley Tullier - Administrative staff member, Ashley Tullier, stated that the printer/copier used for renewals is no longer usable and due to the age of the machine, they are no longer able to obtain parts for the machine. Mrs. Tullier presented the board with quotes from Dick Roundtree for a new printer. The board motioned to approve the purchase of a new printer.  

MOTION: 
To approve the purchase of a new printer/copier 
 

MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA  

SECOND: 
CARL BOURGEOIS 

MOTION:
CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS


a.)  Emergency Resolution in regard to state of disaster - John Barker - Executive Director, Mr. John Barker,  requested that the board supply the public with an Emergency Resolution in regard to the state of disaster due to the flood. Mrs. Julie Richard-Spencer with Robein, Urann, Spencer, Picard & Cangemi stated that their office could assist us in the process. Mrs. Richard -Spencer stated that if we are going to make a statement, the board needs to approve it. Mr. Barker thought in conjunction to that, we would issue a press release that would announce that the resolution was agreed upon by the board along with some warnings and guidance for people and what they should look for when hiring licensed plumbers so they do not get caught in a situation hiring someone who is not licensed just because they have a sign that says so.



MOTION:
To allow counsel to draft a resolution to be reviewed by 





the board 



MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS  




MOTION:
CARRIED

b.) Roof Bids - John Barker / Dustine Tullier - Administrative staff member, Mrs. Dustine Tullier presented 3 bids for replacing the roof to the board. Mrs. Tullier explained that during periods of excessive rain, the roof has been leaking in several spots causing the newly finished tiles on the ceiling to discolor. Executive Director, John Barker stated that the Chairman, Mr. Jim Finley is under the impression that we do not need board action because it was an emergency issue, however he would prefer board action so when the auditors come we have board action to allow for emergency action. The board motioned to allow, Executive Director, John Barker to administratively choose the roofing company to replace the roof.  



MOTION: 
To allow administratively to replace roof



MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA  




SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS  




MOTION:
CARRIED
c.) Computer Network Consultants database improvement - Ashley Tullier - Administrative staff member, Mrs. Ashley Tullier presented the board with a quote from Computer Network Consultants to update the licensing database. Mrs. Tullier explained that the database would need to be updated to process new licensure. The board motioned to approve the quote from Computer Network Consultants and allow them to expand the licensing database. Mr. Fabra further stated that we will need the expansion. Mr. Keith Bienvenu had further discussion regarding the new license types that are being added and questioned if there is going be ability for one license to be issued with all of the classifications on it or will there be several licenses. Executive Director, Mr. John Barker stated that this will be part of the discussion this afternoon and did not know what the capability is currently, but that we can make any changes we needed to the database as far as that is concerned. Mr. Barker stated that we have to be careful when issuing endorsements or licenses. Mr. Barker further stated that for the board its easier to issue one card but questions if legally it's a separate license or not and that will it need to be discussed in rule making. 



MOTION: 
To expand the licensing database



MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 




SECOND:
KEITH BIENVENU   




MOTION:
CARRIED
c.) Nominate Officers  - Vice-Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft stated that it is our annual meeting and we are required to elect and nominate officers in the month of August. Mr. Keith Bienvenu names, Chairman; Mr. James Finley, Vice-Chairman; Mr. Kelly Craft, and Treasurer; Mr. Rickey Fabra.   



MOTION: 
Motion to Nominate Chairman; Mr. James Finley, Vice-




Chairman; Mr. Kelly Craft; Treasurer; Mr. Rickey Fabra.



MOTION:
KEITH BIENVENU 
 




SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 



MOTION:
CARRIED
c.) Elect Officers - Chairman; Mr. James Finley, Vice-Chairman; Mr. Kelly Craft; Treasurer; Mr. Rickey Fabra. 



MOTION: 
To elect Chairman; Mr. James Finley, Vice-Chairman; 




       
Mr. Kelly Craft; Treasurer; Mr. Rickey Fabra.



MOTION:
KEITH BIENVENU  




SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 



MOTION:
CARRIED
TENATIVE DATE FOR THE NEXT

 QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING

November 17, 2016 is the tentative date of the Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:
To adjourn the Quarterly Board Meeting of the State 


Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 11:10 a.m.
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA  
 

SECOND:
KEITH BIENVENU  
 

MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







Kelly Craft, Vice-Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

