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ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

August 5, 2021
The Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, Terry Smith, at 10:00 a.m.
The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Terry Smith
	Keith Bienvenu
	Ashley J. Tullier
	DJ Berger

	Kelly Craft
	Richard Paulk
	DaKacia York
	Mark Morton

	Larry Reiling
	Michael Eilers
	Samantha Wunstel
	Travis Ducote

	Jake Causey
	Jay Huckabee
	Diana Cutrer
	Kim Ducote

	Trey Giglio
	Joseph Maranto
	Kaci Day
	Julie Richard-Spencer

	Johnnie Marcade
	Matt Varnado
	Jim York
	Laura Cline

	
	Aubrey Brand
	Glen Gremillion
	Tony Casey

	
	Ellis Bourque
	Fredrick Fontenot
	Crystal Carter

	
	Leon Molinario
	Nicholas Dykes
	Rhonda Smith

	
	Henry Heir
	Stephen Campbell
	Al Smith

	
	
	William Easterling
	Russel Robillard

	
	
	Daniel Franklin
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION: Chris 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Terry Smith
ROLL CALL: Samantha Wunstel
PRESENTATIONS
Chairman of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana, Mr. Terry Smith introduced Mr. Nicholas Dykes as the new Enforcement Officer for Region B. 
                           APPLICATION APPEALS
SPECIAL BUISNESS

Executive Session – Board Members/Counsel/Executive Director


MOTION:
To end meeting and start Executive Session at 10:05 am.

MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO
SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION:
CARRIED

MOTION:
To end Executive Session and start the Board Meeting at 11:05 am.

MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO
SEOND:
KELLY CRAFT

MOTION:
CARRIED
ENFORCEMENT

a.) Motion Appeal – Umar Abdul Aziz – Samantha Wunstel
Mr. Umar Abdul Aziz was appealing the Boards’ decision at the April 5, 2021, Board Meeting regarding his fine standing. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio motioned to deny the appeal.
MOTION: 
To deny the appeal.

MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO

SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT

MOTION: 
CARRIED
b.) Motion Appeal – Abubakr Abdul Aziz – Samantha Wunstel
Mr. Abubakr Abdul Aziz was appealing the Boards’ decision at the April 5, 2021, Board Meeting regarding his fine standing. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio motioned to deny the appeal.

MOTION: 
To deny the appeal.
MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO
SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION:
CARRIED
c.) Violation Appeal – Michael Green – Samantha Wunstel
Mr. Michael Green requested to reschedule his appearance before the Board. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio motioned to accept the reschedule for the December Board Meeting.
MOTION: 
To accept request to appear before the Board at the December Board Meeting.
MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO
SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION:
CARRIED

d.) Violation Appeal – Jeffrey Stockstill– Samantha Wunstel
Mr. Jeffrey Stockstill requested to reschedule his appearance before the Board. Vice-Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft motioned to accept the reschedule for the December Board Meeting.
MOTION: 
To accept request to appear before the Board at the December Board Meeting.

MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT
SECOND:
VINCENT GIGLIO
MOTION:
CARRIED
e.) Violation Appeal – Travis Ducote – Samantha Wunstel
Enforcement Officer, Mr. Fredrick Fontenot received a complaint in reference to plumbing work being done at 213 Keller Street, Bunkie, LA. Mr. Travis Ducote pulled the permit for the job and is the homeowner. Mr. Ducote informed Mr. Fontenot that he removed the lavatory, cut off the pex water lines and capped off the lines. When asked for his plumbing license Mr. Ducote stated he did not have one and was unaware that he need one. Mr. Ducote is appealing his violation for journeyman work without a license. Mr. Ducote asked the Board to dismiss the violation. Counsel, Mrs. Julie Richard-Spencer asked Mr. Ducote if he plans to live in the house. Mr. Ducote stated possibly, or he may sell it. Mrs. Richard-Spencer read the rule to Mr. Ducote. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio motioned to reduce the fine to $250.00. After the motion was carried, Mr. Ducote stated that he feels the work that he completed does not warrant a fine and he will not pay it.
MOTION: 
To reduce the fine to $250.00.
MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO
SECOND:
LARRY REILING
MOTION:
CARRIED

f.) Violation Appeal – Charles Harris Jr. – Samantha Wunstel
Mr. Charles Harris requested to reschedule his appearance before the Board. Vice-Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft motioned to accept the reschedule for the December Board Meeting.
MOTION: 
To accept request to appear before the Board at the December Board Meeting.

MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT
SECOND:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
MOTION:
CARRIED
g.) Violation Appeal – Tony Casey – Samantha Wunstel
Enforcement Officer, Mr. William Easterling inspected property site 2119 Hwy 68, Jackson, LA under construction. Mr. Easterling contacted Mr. Tony Casey, person on record for property, who told him that Mr. Casey was doing his own plumbing. Mr. Casey is appealing the violation for master work without proper license. Mr. Casey assumed since East Feliciana Parish issued the permit that he was allowed to do the plumbing work. Mr. Casey asked if he puts his RV Camper on the property is that considered his residence. Counsel, Mrs. Julie Richard-Spencer stated that as long as he is living/residing in the camper there. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio stated that his concern is the jurisdiction issued Mr. Casey a permit and should not have. Vice-Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft clarified that knowing now what Mr. Casey knows Mr. Casey would have had his employer Master Plumber license number on the permit from the start. Mr. Craft motioned that the citation be dismissed. Mr. Giglio amended the motion to dismiss based on providing proof of ownership of the property and the permit to the Board. 
MOTION: 
To dismiss the case based on providing proof of ownership of the property and the permit to the Board.

MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO
SECOND:
LARRY REILING
MOTION:
CARRIED
OTHER GUESTS
SPECIAL REQUESTS

COMMITTEE REPORTS

a.)  Nomination Committee – Election of Officers – Carl Bourgeois
Chairman, Mr. Carl Bourgeois was not in attendance and asked Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio read the nominations of Officers on behalf of Chairman, Mr. Carl Bourgeois: Chairman: Terry Smith, Vice-Chairman: Kelly Craft, Secretary/Treasurer: Ricky Fabra. Board Member, Mr. Jonathan Causey motioned to accept the nominations.
MOTION: 
To accept the nominations.

MOTION:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
SECOND:
LARRY REILING
MOTION:
CARRIED
Executive Director, Ms. Ashley Tullier presented Chairman, Mr. Terry Smith with his gavel. Mr. Smith thanked everyone for their support and recognized Board Members, Mr. Vincent Giglio and Mr. Michael Joiner for their effort with setting up the new testing facility in Shreveport.
b.) Continuing Professional Education Committee – Kelly Craft 
Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft, stated that the Continuing Professional Education Committee wants it to be understood that the in-house Continuing Professional Education course will allow providers to continue in-house classes and the manual book purchases to remain the same, the book purchases must be done in advance. The options for Continuing Professional Education the first is the in-house, the second is digital copy of the manual and will be billed at the end of the calendar year and the third option is online where the provider can provide their own platform or use a third-party. The provider will incur any fees from the third-party, the Plumbing Board will still charge per attendance, the course must still be scored at 70% and records must be kept for one (1) year. The Committee also discussed the cost of retest, they did not feel it was necessary to set the cost in stone. The Committee will need to review Title 46 and make change recommendations should the Board allow all options. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio motioned to send suggestion the Continuing Professional Education Committee to report back to the Board.
MOTION: 
To suggest the Continuing Professional Education Committee reports back to the Board with recommendations.

MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO
SECOND:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
MOTION:
CARRIED
c.) Building Committee – Vincent Giglio 
Chairman, Mr. Vincent Giglio, stated the Committee is leaning in the directions of a new building project that sits on 1 1/2 – 2 acres in the city limits and is between 10,000 – 15,000 square feet of building space. One or two buildings, one for administrative and a second for testing facility. The Committee feels that an Architecture Firm is hired to get preliminary drawings and budget together before purchasing property.
MOTION: 
To accept the report.

MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT
SECOND:
JOHN MARCADE
MOTION:
CARRIED
d.) Jobsite Sign Committee – Carl Bourgeois 
Chairman, Mr. Carl Bourgeois was not in attendance and asked Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio to read the report on his behalf. The Committee reviewed all the information and feels confident that the sign violations are being assessed in a fair manner by the Enforcement Officers. All questions by the Committee have been answered and recommends no further action being taken on behalf of the Jobsite Sign Committee. Vice-Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft motioned to accept the report.

MOTION: 
To accept the report.

MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT
SECOND:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
MOTION:
CARRIED
e.) Louisiana Workforce Commission Application Committee – Rickey Fabra
Chairman, Mr. Rickey Fabra was not in attendance. Chairman, Mr. Terry Smith stated that Mr. Fabra asked to table and request to have a Board Member replace Mr. Randy McGee. Mr. Smith asked Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier who else was on the committee, she stated that it is Mr. Fabra and herself. Mr. Smith stated that he would check with Mr. Carl Bourgeois. Ms. Tullier asked to have a motion made to add Mr. Bourgeois to the Committee. Board Member, Mr. Jonathan Causey motioned to approve Mr. Carl Bourgeois to be added to the committee.
MOTION: 
To add Mr. Carl Bourgeois to the Committee.

MOTION:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
SECOND:
LARRY REILING
MOTION:
CARRIED
PREVIOUS MINUTES
MOTION:
To accept the April 29, 2021 minutes as presented. 


MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT



SECOND:
JONATHAN CAUSEY

MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT
a.) Financial Report – Rickey Fabra
MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Executive Director, Ms. Ashley Tullier on behalf of Secretary/Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra.

MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT

SECOND:
JOHN MARCADE

MOTION:
CARRIED
ADVISORY REPORT

Chairman, Mr. Keith Bienvenu, stated that Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier talked to Executive Director, Mr. Mark Joiner with Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Council, and that creating a guide for the exams with the amendments is outside of their job scope. Mr. Bienvenu contacted International Code Council to ask about producing a Louisiana code book with the IPC and the plumbing portion of the IRC that includes the amendments in Louisiana. Mr. Bienvenu stated that ICC will pay the upfront cost of $18,000 to produce to the books. The book would be viable for three to five years. The Advisory Board recommends that the Board looks into producing the books and talk to LSUCCC. Board Member, Mr. Jonathan Causey asked how much the retail cost of the books would be. Mr. Bienvenu stated that he would find out the retail cost of the book. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio asked if the Board would be able to sell the books injunction with the examinee signing up for the exam. Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier recommended to reach out to Mr. Linden Raymer with LSUCCC to make sure they do not have any issue and we would be able to work together to put a book together. Mr. Bienvenu stated that is part of the process. Ms. Tullier asked about what the future cost for the code changes. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio motioned to have the Advisory Board keep investigating this and report back to the Board.
MOTION:
To have the Advisory Board keep investigating.

MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO

SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT

MOTION:
CARRIED
Chairman, Mr. Keith Bienvenu, stated that there is an issue with the Tradesman Exam score sheet. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio asked to table this discussion until New Business. Mr. Bienvenu stated that in the Florida Construction Law Section 489, No. 28 that states if an unlicensed contractor does a job incorrectly, it is an unenforceable contract. Mr. Bienvenu stated the consumer does not have to pay the unlicensed contractor. Mr. Bienvenu stated that this law may be something the State Plumbing Board would want to adopt in the law.
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS' REPORT
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ REPORT

                  The enforcement officers each gave their individual report. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S   REPORT

 Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier addressed the board and reported back that we turn over J.C. Dugas enforcement file to the Contractors Board. They were unable to investigate due to not being provided a total cost for the plumbing job. The Contractors Board can only investigate a case if the job total is $10,000.00 or more. Ms. Tullier stated she reached out to LSUCCC at the Boards’ request, and they stated that they could not put together a quick guide for the amendments. Train the Trainer will be held at Paragon in Marksville on Saturday, January 22, 2022. The Christmas Party is scheduled for December 18, 2021. The Board is interviewing for 3 Enforcement Officer positions. The Board previously asked Ms. Tullier to negotiate room rates for examinees. The office received a contract for Holiday Inn South for $119.00 a night, waiting to receive other contracts. Once all the contracts have been received, they will be presented at the December Board Meeting. Ms. Tullier stated that the Continuing Professional Education Provider Packet Extension is on the agenda for New Business. Ms. Tullier acknowledged and thanked the staffs’ work this past year.
OLD BUSINESS

A.) EXAM REPORTS

1.) JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS
a.) July 10, 2021 – Larry Reiling/No Issues
b.) July 17, 2021 ​– Vincent Giglio/No Issues
c.) July 24, 2021 – Michael Joiner/No Issues
2.)  MASTER PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS
a.) May 1, 2021 – Terry Smith/No Issues
b.) May 22, 2021 – Vincent Giglio/No Issues
c.) June 26, 2021 – Shreveport – Michael Joiner/No Issues

3.) NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATIONS

a.) June 5, 2021 – Jonathan Causey/No Issues
b.) June 12, 2021 – Vincent Giglio/No Issues
c.) July 31, 2021 – Shreveport – Michael Joiner/No Issues
4.) MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION
a.) May 8, 2021 – Rickey Fabra/No Issues
b.) June 19, 2021 – Shreveport – Michael Joiner/No Issues
5.) TRADESMAN EXAMINATION
a.) May 15, 2021 – John Marcade/No Issues
NEW BUSINESS
a.) Continuing Professional Education Provider Packet Extension – Ashley J. Tullier
Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier requested an extension for the Continuing Professional Education Packets and Vendor Packets from the November Board Meeting to the December Board Meeting.
MOTION: 
To allow the extensions to be moved from November Board Meeting to December Board Meeting.
MOTION: 
VINCENT GIGLIO
SECOND: 
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION: 
CARRIED
b.) Whitney Signature Cards – Ashley J. Tullier
Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated we need a motion to remove Harleigh Corcoran’s name from our banking information and replace DaKacia York.

MOTION: 
To remove Harleigh Corcoran and replace DaKacia York.
MOTION: 
KELLY CRAFT
SECOND: 
LARRY REILING
MOTION: 
CARRIED
c.) Architect Bids – Vincent Giglio
Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio stated that our office received two bids. One bid is from Onsite Design, they proposed drawings and cost of work estimates of $15,000. The second bid was from Somdal Associates, they proposed drawings and cost of work estimates on an hourly billing with a maximum design fee of $20,000. Mr. Giglio asked the Board to approve an expenditure of $15,000 for the design fee and allow the Building Committee to select the design firm.
MOTION: 
To approve an expenditure of $15,000 for the design fee and allow the Building Committee to select the design firm.

MOTION: 
LARRY REILING

SECOND: 
JONATHAN CAUSEY

MOTION: 
CARRIED
d.) Staff Performance Incentive – Ashley J. Tullier
Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated that it has been the Boards’ past pleasure to evaluate staff employees and provide them with a performance incentive in November.
MOTION: 
To approve the performance incentive.

MOTION: 
KELLY CRAFT
SECOND: 
JONATHAN CAUSEY
MOTION: 
CARRIED
e.)  Examination Policy Change Request– Vincent Giglio
Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio stated the request is based on observations that occurred at the Shreveport Facility. Mr. Giglio motioned to only allow water, prepackaged snacks and no tobacco or vaping in the testing facility.
MOTION: 
To allow only water, prepackaged snacks and no tobacco or vaping in the testing facility.
MOTION: 
VINCENT GIGLIO

SECOND: 
KELLY CRAFT

MOTION: 
CARRIED
f.) Grading Rubic for Practical Exam– Vincent Giglio
Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio stated that the exams he was the Board Member for he noticed there were discrepancies in the grading of the Practical Exam. He stated that the Examiners accept different things with the Threading & Soldering Portions. Mr. Giglio asked that the Chairman, Mr. Terry Smith, reactivate the exam committee or create a committee to look into the grading of the practical portion and come up with some form of instruction or standardize process. It was brought to his attention a couple of times the instructions of the rough-in need to be looked at as well. As well as coming up with a standardize rule of allowing people to take the exam when they show up without their driver’s license; are they allowed in or not? Mr. Smith asked Board Member Mr. Vincent Giglio, Board Member Mr. Larry Reiling and Mr. Keith Bienvenu to sit on the committee. 
MOTION: 
To have the Exam Committee look into the grading of the practical exam and come up with a standardized process.
MOTION: 
VINCENT GIGLIO
SECOND: 
LARRY REILING
MOTION: 
CARRIED
g.) Additional Continuing Professional Education Vendor Approvals – Ashley J. Tullier
Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated that there are a few more Vendors asking to be approved for the remainder of the 2021 year. 
MOTION: 
To approve the additional vendors.
MOTION: 
VINCENT GIGLIO

SECOND: 
JONATHAN CAUSEY

MOTION: 
CARRIED
h.) NITC Online Examination Results – Vincent Giglio
Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio asked to have NITC look at turning the automatic score off. Mr. Giglio is concerned about the score being a passing score when in fact it is a failing score and if it is a failing score the examinee causing a disturbance upon seeing the score. Mr. D.J. Berger with NITC stated that he has never seen the score show a passing score and then be reverted to a failing score. Mr. Giglio stated that as long as Mr. Berger is confident in the system not having a reversed score, he would withdraw his agenda item.
MOTION: 
No motion was made - withdrawn.

TENATIVE DATE FOR THE NEXT

 QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING
December 16, 2021 is the tentative date of the next Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:
To adjourn the Annual Board Meeting of the State 


Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 12:45 pm.
MOTION:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







Terry Smith, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

