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...........................................
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

May 14, 2020
The Special Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, Terry Smith, at 10:12 a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Terry Smith
	Keith Bienvenu
	Ashley J. Tullier
	DJ Berger

	Kelly Craft
	Leon Molinario
	Ashleigh W. Cambre
	Stephen Campbell

	Gerald LaCour
	Jay Huckabee
	DaKacia York
	Jimmy Lockwood

	Trey Giglio
	Gene Martin
	Harleigh Corcoran
	Matthew Winn

	Rickey Fabra
	Mike Joiner
	Samantha Wunstel
	Crystal Carter

	Carl Bourgeois
	Michael Eilers
	Jayde Sibley
	Jason Killeen

	Jake Causey
	
	
	Louis Schwall

	Johnnie Marcade
	
	
	Lance Lalanne

	
	
	
	Chris LeBlanc

	
	
	
	Kevin Richard

	
	
	
	David Aucoin

	
	
	
	John Mata

	
	
	
	Mitch LeBas

	
	
	
	Julie Richard Spencer

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION: Gene Martin   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Everyone
ROLL CALL: Ashleigh W. Cambre  
      PRESENTATIONS
COMMITTEE REPORTS

a.)  Continuing Professional Education Committee- Kelly Craft – 

Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft stated there are no reports at this time. 

b.) Enforcement Task Force Committee – Rickey Fabra 

Chairman, Mr. Rickey Fabra stated based upon the task given at the last meeting, they wanted to set up a hotline, however; it is too expensive, and we will look at other methods to create the stoppage of people selling their licenses. Mr. Fabra stated we will continue to move forward on making sure we have safe nets in place to protect the license holders that are in business, that are trying to do the right thing where people are selling their licenses and undermining the industry. Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated she has spoke with municipalities and she wants everyone to understand that if there is an unlicensed issue, our Board will investigate that issue, it is not for the municipalities to investigate. Mr. Joe Monaghan had public comment and gave a report on Enforcement issues in New Orleans.
PREVIOUS MINUTES

MOTION:
To accept the November 14, 2019 & December 12, 2019 (Special Meeting) minutes as presented. 


MOTION:
CARL BOURGEOIS   



SECOND:
JAKE CAUSEY
 


MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT
a.) November 14, 2019 Cash Account Summary Amendment – Rickey Fabra
MOTION:
To accept the budget as presented by Rickey Fabra.

MOTION:
JAKE CAUSEY 



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS

MOTION:
CARRIED
b.) Financial Report - Secretary Treasurer – Rickey Fabra

MOTION: 
To accept the financial report as presented by Rickey Fabra. 

MOTION:
JAKE CAUSEY

SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS
MOTION:
CARRIED
c.) Amended Budget (2019-2020) – Rickey Fabra

MOTION:
To accept the amended budget as presented by Rickey Fabra.

MOTION:
JAKE CAUSEY
SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS
MOTION:
CARRIED

OLD BUSINESS


A.) EXAM REPORTS


1.)  JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS





a.)  January 11, 2020 – Larry Reiling/No Issues 





b.)  January 18, 2020 – Trey Giglio/No Issues




c.)  January 25, 2020 – Cancelled
d.)  February 19, 2020 (Special–Baton Rouge) – Ashley J.                                                                                                                                                                       Tullier/No Issues
e.)   February 19, 2020 (Special-Metairie) – Johnnie                                                                                                            Marcade/No Issues
f.)   April 4, 2020 – (Rescheduled for July 11, 2020)

g.)  April 18, 2020 – (Rescheduled for July 18, 2020)
h.)  April 25, 2020 – (Rescheduled for July 25, 2020)



            2.)  MASTER PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS
a.) February 8, 2020 – Terry Smith/No Issues
b.) March 5, 2020 (Special) – Johnnie Marcade/No Issues
c.) May 2, 2020 – (Rescheduled for August 8, 2020)
3.) MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION
a.) February 8, 2020 – Rickey Fabra/No Issues
b.) May 9, 2020 – (Rescheduled for August 8, 2020)
4.) NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATIONS

a.) December 7, 2019 – Gerald LaCour/No Issues
b.) December 14, 2019 – Carl Bourgeois/No Issues
c.) March 7, 2020 – Cancelled
d.) March 14, 2020 – Trey Gigliio/No Issues
5.) TRADESMAN EXAMINATION

a.) November 16, 2019 – Terry Smith/No Issues 
b.) May 16, 2020 – (Rescheduled for November 21, 2020)
B.) Revised NITC Contract – Ashley J. Tullier

SPBLA Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated the changes in the contract is that we are going from the 2012 IPC/IRC to 2015 IPC/IRC.

MOTION:
To accept the NITC Contract as presented.

MOTION:
TREY GIGLIO

SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS

MOTION:
CARRIED
C.) Matt Winn – 2021 CPE Manual Provider – Ashley J. Tullier

SPBLA Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated over the last few years, we have been looking into new Continuing Professional Education Providers. Ms. Tullier stated Mr. Matt Winn, with Winn’s Continuing Education, submitted a CPE Proposal to our CPE Committee in November and has now presented a Secondary Proposal to be the new CPE Provider for 2021. Ms. Tullier stated Mr. Winn’s manuals are phenomenal and will be specific to Louisiana, which we lacked from the previous provider the last few years. Mr. Matt Winn stated to the Board that he was very appreciative to the Board for taking their time to review and listen to his proposal. Ms. Tullier stated we are looking for a provider that is more involved and has fresh new content and topics specifically based for Louisiana. Ms. Tullier stated that Mr. Winn’s company also provides online CPE. Ms. Tullier stated this proposal is the agreement between the Board and Winn’s Continuing Education and not the Board and the Provider themselves. SPBLA Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Fabra stated he would like the get the information and back drop from the CPE Committee on going to a new provider. Mr. Fabra stated he would make a recommendation to table this until we have an opportunity to at least decide which direction we are going to go in for this year’s continuing education. SPBLA Board Member, Mr. Trey Giglio stated he disagrees with waiting until the June Meeting.

MOTION:
Table the proposal until the June Meeting.

MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
MOTION:
To accept the Winn’s Continuing Education proposal as submitted to be the CPE Provider for 2021.

MOTION:
TREY GIGLIO


SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 

ROLL CALL VOTE:

JOHNNIE MARCADE:
SUPPORT


JAKE CAUSEY:

SUPPORT


GERALD LACOUR:
SUPPORT

MOTION:
CARRIED
NEW BUSINESS

a.) Online CPE Classes – Ashley J. Tullier
SPBLA Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra stated we have discussed moving toward online classes to accommodate everyone. Mr. Fabra stated are we going to give an extension to the December 31st deadline date, or are we going to do a waiver for this year. SPBLA Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated the Board has already moved to allow online classes through the end of this year. Ms. Tullier stated they can still go in house or take the online class. Mr. Fabra stated there is a lot of lost time due to the Pandemic, and we should provide an extension through the end of the year. Mr. Fabra stated we need to try as a Board to do an amendment to our requirement due to the pandemic crisis we are faced with now and have legal look into this. SPBLA Board Member, Mr. Trey Giglio stated he disagrees on giving an extension for continuing education for the year 2020. SPBLA Board Member, Mr. Carl Bourgeois stated he agrees with Mr. Giglio and he feels we should wait until our next meeting to see how things are forming up. Mr. Fabra stated to legal, can they look into the extension and report to the Board at the June Meeting.
MOTION:
To have legal look into an extension based on what our situation looks like in June.
MOTION:
CARL BOURGEOIS
SECOND:
TREY GIGLIO
MOTION:
CARRIED
b.) Processing Debit and Credit Cards – Ashley J. Tullier
SPBLA Executive Director Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated this contract is to get us up to speed with 2020. Ms. Tullier stated ComSolutions will build a program within our website that will allow all licensees to renew online and pay with debit and credit cards. Mr. Louis Schwall with ComSolutions stated without re-inventing the wheel and re-doing the entire project from scratch, we are creating a portal that attaches to the existing website. SPBLA Board Member, Mr. Trey Giglio stated there is nothing regarding the percentages and fees per transaction on the proposal and who are we going to go through for the processing charge. Mr. Schwall stated it is not in the proposal since they do not sell or have any connection, other than helping the Plumbing Board pick out that entity. Mr. Schwall stated PayPal is one of the easiest since they have API integration and easier pieces of software that allows easier connectivity to our software. 
MOTION:
To accept the contract from ComSolutions for processing debit and credit cards as presented. 
MOTION:
TREY GIGLIO
SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS
MOTION:
CARRIED
c.) LUS (Lafayette Utility System) Certified Tester List – Ashley J. Tullier

SPBLA Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated LUS (Lafayette Utility System) is sending out a certified tester list, which is fine, however; they are also including on the back of the list a price of fifty (50) dollars with a specific testers name and information, which is a conflict of interest. Ms. Tullier is requesting to send in a complaint to the Board of Ethics, which would be filed on behalf of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana and would have to be notarized. Ms. Tullier stated she would like the Board to step in and file a complaint with the Board of Ethics, based on the documented evidence that we have, to further protect our backflow distributors in Lafayette. SPBLA Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra stated he would like to get SPBLA Legal Counsel, Mrs. Julie Richard-Spencer’s input on this. Mrs. Spencer stated the Plumbing Board has the authority to file an Ethics complaint by motion of the Board, however; Ms. Tullier cannot, on behalf of the Plumbing Board, make that complaint on her own. Mrs. Spencer stated Ms. Tullier will have to have the Board’s authorization for her to file the complaint.   
MOTION:
To move forward with complaint.
MOTION:
JAKE CAUSEY
SECOND:
JOHNNIE MARCADE
MOTION:
CARRIED
d.) CPE Instructor Training Make-Up Request – Terry Smith

SPBLA Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated we had some of the CPE instructors that were unable to attend the CPE Train-the-Trainer class this year. Ms. Tullier stated certain CPE Providers have asked that the Board discuss this situation further regarding holding a make-up class. Ms. Tullier stated financially it will be extremely hard to hold a make-up class each year for people who are unable to make it. Ms. Tullier stated this is a required class and if you are able to make it, then you are able to teach the class. Ms. Tullier stated that we are aware that things happen, unfortunately; you will not be able to instruct those classes for that year if you are unable to attend. Ms. Tullier stated our provider contract is made up of one (1) training and we want to make sure everyone receives the same training. SPBLA Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra stated in our rules and regulations, is there a certain criteria that states we hold an annual training class for the approved providers, or are we allowed to hold more than one a year. Ms. Tullier stated it does not specify how many times we are required to give the training class. 
MOTION:
To table until the June Meeting with further discussion.
MOTION:
JAKE CAUSEY
SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA
MOTION:
CARRIED
e.) CPE Supplemental Instructor Training – Ashley J. Tullier

SPBLA Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated we require all of our licensed instructors to attend and receive education at the CPE Train-the-Trainer event. Ms. Tullier stated there has been a lot of discussion regarding whether the Supplemental Instructors should also be required to go through the CPE Train-the-Trainer event. Ms. Tullier stated the Supplemental Instructor may teach classes that do not require licensure which would be, State Plumbing Board Laws and Rules and Health and Safety. Ms. Tullier stated herself and the CPE Provider gives those instructions at the CPE Train-the-Trainer event. SPBLA Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra stated they need to have an understanding of what our approved instructors are doing and how they are able to convey this information for the continuing education. Mr. Fabra stated they need to learn the process of what we are teaching. 
MOTION:
CPE Supplemental Instructors will be required to go to CPE Instructor Training.
MOTION:
JAKE CAUSEY
SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA
MOTION:
CARRIED
f.) Contract for Paragon (2021) – CPE Instructor Training – Ashley J. Tullier

SPBLA Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated for the last few years, we have gone to the Many Resort for our CPE Train-the-Trainer class. Ms. Tullier stated every few years, we move the location of the classes to accommodate for driving purposes. Ms. Tullier stated one of the great things about the Paragon so far is, they are providing the training room free of cost. Ms. Tullier stated we have always had to pay the cost. Ms. Tullier stated the room block for next year (2021) for the CPE Train-the-Trainer event will be held on Friday, January 15th through Sunday, January 17, 2021 with our actual training class held on Saturday, January 16, 2021. Ms. Tullier stated the room rates are cheaper than the Many Resort. 
MOTION:
To accept the proposed contract for Paragon (2021) as presented. 
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS
MOTION:
CARRIED
g.) Enforcement Requirements of Jobsite Signage – Terry Smith

Mr. Jimmy Lockwood, with B & D Plumbing Company Inc.,  addressed the Board and would like for the Board to consider a plumbing company who is solely plumbing a subdivision be allowed to place one (1) sign at the entrance to the subdivision instead of a sign at every lot.  SPBLA Board Member, Mr. Trey Giglio stated could we get the developer or builder of the subdivision to provide a letter stating the specific plumbing company is the sole plumbing company for the subdivision. Mr. Lockwood stated they would do that, however; a subdivision that big can go on for at least one (1) or two (2) years and there could be changes between the years. SPBLA Legal Counsel, Mrs. Julie Richard-Spencer stated how would you handle if the developer allows for a rogue contractor to come in and develop one of the lots. Mrs. Richard-Spencer stated how is our Enforcement Officers supposed to know that isn’t your lot. Mr. Lockwood stated possibly the developer could write a letter to the Board notifying them that they have an exception on this particular lot and list the company name. SPBLA Chairman, Mr. Terry Smith stated this is a rare occurrence that happens. SPBLA Board Member Mr. Jake Causey stated he believes if we are going to require larger signs then that would probably need to be a rule change. Mrs. Richard-Spencer stated the rules do specify the size of the sign. Mr. Smith stated we will need to have a rule change or may need to add an additional rule. SPBLA Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra stated the rule change is a process that you have to go through, and it is not just the Board making a change. Mr. Fabra stated that if the Board decides to make an amendment to that rule or add a rule, then it has to go through a specific rule making process. SPBLA Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated if you are wanting to specify the actual changing the size of the sign then you do have to go through the rule process, however; it takes several months to go through this process. Ms. Tullier stated we will have to have a committee get together and come up with the language to add to it and go through this process. Ms. Tullier stated unfortunately it does not happen overnight. Mr. Smith would like us to begin the rule change process to regulate the size of the sign and have it in writing. Ms. Tullier stated in order to start the rule making process we would need to put together a committee that can meet and put together language that is appropriate and discuss at the June Meeting. Ms. Tullier stated there is a time frame that this has to be done in. Mr. Smith stated SPBLA Board Member, Mr. Jake Causey will chair the committee, Mr. Jimmy Lockwood, SPBLA Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier, SPBLA Board Member, Mr. Carl Bourgeois, and Mr. Smith will ask Mr. Wayne LaFleur if he would like to sit on the committee as well. 
MOTION:
Move through the rule making process. 
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
JAKE CAUSEY

MOTION:
CARRIED
h.) Contract for Professional Legal Services – Ashley J. Tullier

SPBLA Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier stated this is the same contract we have renewed every three (3) years. Ms. Tullier stated the fees have stayed the same. 
MOTION:
To accept the contract for Professional Legal Services as presented.

MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS
MOTION:
CARRIED
DATE FOR THE NEXT

 QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING

June 18, 2020 is the date of the Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:
To adjourn the Special Board Meeting of the State 


Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 12:47 pm.
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 
SECOND:
JAKE CAUSEY
MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







Terry Smith, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

