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QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

November 16, 2017
The Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, James Finley, at 10:01 a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	James  Finley
	Michael Eilers
	Ashley J. Tullier
	Don Traylor                       Jonathan Waddell

	Kelly Craft
	Trey Giglio
	Ashleigh W. Cambre
	James Riviere                    Gene Martin

	Rickey Fabra
	Bryan Tabor
	Dustine Tullier
	DJ Berger                          Walter Killeen

	Carl N. Bourgeois
	Fred Robillard
	Harleigh Corcoran
	Russell Robillard               Matt Crane

	Larry Reiling
	Kenneth Pearson
	Carl Barnum
	Louis Robein                     Bobby Duvic

	Gerald LaCour 
	Richard Paulk
	Pat Olivier
	Jimmy Lockwood             Marlon Little

	Randall McGee 
	Ellis Bourque
	Jim York
	Creighton Verges              Danny Saucier

	Terry Smith
	
	Mark Sheridan
	Kevin Rader                      Jimmy Boitnott

	
	
	Glen Gremillion
	Rogers Smith                     Mike Green

	
	
	John Odum
	Jeff Colletta                       Doug Bennett

	
	
	David Nunez
	Russell Hinson                  Luke Hall

	
	
	
	Jeff Slacksower                Rick Iueli

	
	
	
	Joe Lusk                            John Gey

	
	
	
	Carou Adams                    Calvin Howze

	
	
	
	Shaun Guillot                    Mark M. Floyd

	
	
	
	Louise Kent White            Wayne Murray

	
	
	
	James L. White                  Todd Murray

	
	
	
	Jacob Sibley                      Wayne LaFleur

	
	
	
	Allison Harrison                John Saucier

	
	
	
	Omar Lopez                       Sammy Saucier

	
	
	
	John Andrishok                  Scotty Daniels

	
	
	
	Mitch LeBas                       Jerry Lucas

	
	
	
	Julie Fuselier                      Sean Corbett

	
	
	
	Jacob Tabor                        Jeremy Kolb

	
	
	
	Harrison Heroman              Patrick Ragusa

	
	
	
	Charles Habig                     Dot Bonnecaze

	
	
	
	Dale Smith                          J.C. Matt

	
	
	
	Chris Broussard                  Tim Haws

	
	
	
	Boo Chauvin                       Travis Curtis

	
	
	
	Jay Huckabee                      Rick Moore

	
	
	
	Elaine Colligan


INVOCATION: Kelly Craft   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: James Finley
ROLL CALL: Ashleigh W. Cambre  
PRESENTATIONS

a.) Presentations –  State Plumbing Board Chairman, Mr. James Finley introduced the New Enforcement Officer for Region L, Mr. David Nunez. Mr. Finley also recognized State Plumbing Board Enforcement Officer, Region A, Mr. Carl Barnum with a recognition plaque for eight (8) years of service. 
                      APPLICATION COMMITTEE

a.) Journeyman Application – Jerry D. Lucas – 
On September 7, 2017 the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana received a Journeyman Plumber application and Permit Form from Mr. Jerry Lucas. Mr. Lucas submitted his application along with vouchers after the rule changed for the voucher process. Mr. Lucas has been employed with McGee Plumbing & Mechanical, Inc. since October 1, 2007. Mr. Lucas is requesting to be eligible to take the Journeyman Plumber Exam through the voucher process and not have to enroll in an Apprenticeship Program. State Plumbing Board Member, Mr. Randall McGee recused himself from this situation since he is Mr. Lucas’ employer. 

MOTION:
To accept Mr. Lucas’ application based on the voucher system.
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 
SECOND:
TERRY SMITH
MOTION: 
CARRIED
ENFORCEMENT

a.) Violation Appeal – Matthew Crane – 
On July 25, 2017 Enforcement Officer, James “Jim” York arrived at 400 Bayou Trace, new construction, in Monroe, Louisiana. Mr. York observed a male person picking up plastic plumbing parts and taking them to his truck on the jobsite. Mr. York approached the gentleman and identified himself and let him know of his purpose on the jobsite and asked who the contractor on this job was. The gentleman stated that Michael Sampgnaro was the contractor. Mr. York then asked the gentleman if he knew who the plumber was, and he stated that he was. Mr. York asked to see his master plumbers license and he stated that he did not have a master plumber license, only a journeyman plumber license. The name on the journeyman plumber license belongs to the gentleman and his name is Matthew Crane, LJP #7065, owner of Crane Plumbing Repair & Services, LLC. Mr. York stated to Mr. Crane that he could not do master plumber work with only a journeyman plumber license. Mr. Crane stated to Mr. York that he was eligible to take the Masters Plumbers Test, but could not get scheduled to take the test before September 2017. Mr. York cited Mr. Crane for Master Plumber Work Without a Proper License (JP). Mr. York contacted Mr. Michael Sampgnaro, the contractor for the job, to see if he was aware that Mr. Crane had only a journeyman plumber license. Mr. Sampgnaro advised Mr. York that he thought Mr. Crane was a Master Plumber. Mr. York advised him that Mr. Crane is not a Master Plumber and he could not continue working this job without a Master Plumber. Mr. Crane is requesting to Appeal his Violation and Enforcement Fee. ($500.00). State Plumbing Board Secretary Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra made Mr. Crane aware that we do offer Special Exams and he can get with State Plumbing Board Administrative Staff Member, Ashleigh W. Cambre, if that is the route he so chooses. 
MOTION:
To deny appeal and require Mr. Matthew Crane to pay violation fine.   



MOTION:
TERRY SMITH  
 



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS   





MOTION: 
CARRIED

b.) Violation Appeal – Walter Killeen – 
On August 17, 2017, Enforcement Officer, Mark Sheridan, received a complaint that an unlicensed plumber, Walter Killeen, was driving a work vehicle which displayed the company name, Fixit Home Repairs & More. Information on the sides of this vehicle advertised that the company performed the following services: A/C, Electrical, Roofing, Carpentry, Sheetrock, Painting, and Plumbing. In addition to the company’s name, Fixit Home Repairs & More, this truck failed to include either the business address or LMP#. Mr. Sheridan also checked the SPBLA Plumber Database which showed no listing for either Walter Killeen or Fixit Home Repairs & More. Mr. Sheridan spoke with Mr. Killeen and Mr. Killeen stated that his company is a “one stop shop” that specialized in Plumbing, Painting, Electrical, and A/C work. Mr. Sheridan asked Mr. Killeen if the company had a LMP or LJP number and Mr. Killeen stated that he did not give out his permit number but he was licensed through the City of New Orleans. Mr. Sheridan then asked him specifically if he himself had a LMP# and Mr. Killeen admitted that he was not license with SPBLA. Mr. Sheridan cited Mr. Killeen for Soliciting a Plumbing Business Without a License. Mr. Killeen is requesting to Appeal his Violation and Enforcement Fee. ($500.00). 
MOTION:
To deny appeal and require Mr. Walter Killeen to pay violation fine.   



MOTION:
TERRY SMITH  
 



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS   





MOTION: 
CARRIED

c.) Violation Appeal – Marlon Henry Little – 
On July 27, 2017, Enforcement Officer, Cliff Slaughter was conducting random plumbing inspections in the Winn Parish area. Mr. Slaughter researched the “Louisiana One Call” database for plumbing activity in the area. He observed a recent ticket issued to “Little Plumbing/Fencing” with a Contact Name of “Henry Little” or “Marlon” for an emergency repair on a water main. A search of the SPBLA plumbing roster failed to locate a company or a plumber with said name. Telephone contact with SPBLA personnel confirmed that there is no plumber or plumbing company by the name of “Little Plumbing/Fencing”. In addition, Mr. Slaughter did another search for “Little Plumbing/Fencing” and it yielded an advertisement on a website. Mr. Slaughter cited Mr. Little for Soliciting Plumbing Without a License (two (2) counts). One (1) count for the One Call Ticket, and One (1) count for the Advertisement. Mr. Little is requesting to Appeal his Violations and Enforcement Fee. ($1000.00). 
MOTION: 
To reduce the violation fine to $500.00, only site Mr. Little for Advertising Without a License.
MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND: 
TERRY SMITH
MOTION: 
CARRIED
d.) Violation Appeal – Omer Gouner, III – 
Executive Session – 11:23 am
Open Session – 11:38 am

MOTION:
Proceed with Formal Hearing and appoint a three (3) man committee. Mr. Carl N. Bourgeois, Mr. Terry Smith, and Mr. Larry Reiling.
MOTION: 
KELLY CRAFT
SECOND: 
TERRY SMITH
MOTION: 
CARRIED

OTHER GUESTS
SPECIAL REQUESTS

a.)  LAPHCC – Required Apprenticeship Program – Trey Giglio, III – 
Mr. Trey Giglio stated that it is his pleasure to present to the Board the recommendation on behalf of the Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors Association regarding Apprenticeship and Journeyman Licensure. Mr. Giglio states that there are two major goals of their sub-recommendations. Optioin one (1) is the current apprenticeship school program which is in place, and Option two (2) is the creation of an On the Job Training System. Mr. Giglio states that Option two (2) would be a five (5) year, ten thousand (10,000) hour system, which would require no school. Applicants through this system would have to submit a notarized affidavit with verifiable proof of wages and renew their apprentice license each year with that proof of hours worked to received that credit. The second major goal of their recommendation is the creation of a one (1) year probationary period, which allows the apprentice and the employer to determine if the industry and the shop is a good fit for them. It will allow the apprentice to choose the path to their licensure. After the completion of their probationary period, the apprentice will register through the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana, along with verifiable proof of wages, which they may receive credit for during that probationary period. Mr. Giglio states they are asking the State Plumbing Board to establish a minimum one (1) time fee for the registration of apprentices. PHCC believes these recommendations will promote the future of the plumbing industry in Louisiana by assuring proper quantity of plumbers in our state while assuring a retainer of the quality of craftsmanship among the licensed plumbers. 
MOTION: 
The SPBLA Board will set up a Committee to review this process and will report back to the Board at the next scheduled Board Meeting. 

MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND: 
TERRY SMITH

MOTION: 
CARRIED

b.)   Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson, L.L. P. – Apprenticeship – John T. Andrishok  

Mr. Andrishok stated the reason he was at the meeting is two (2) months ago he was approached by a smaller group of commercial plumbing contractors who have some concerns with the direction that the Board and the industry is going in. Since that date the number has grown and is now closer to twenty (20) different plumbing companies that employ hundreds of licensed plumbers in the state. Today they are at the meeting echoing PHCC’s presentation. The two main concerns are, number one (1) the requirement that apprentices be indentured in a state approved apprenticeship program and number two (2) is the ratio. Mr. Andrishok stated that the number of plumbers are falling in the industry. Mr. Andrishok stated that the plumbers are having a difficult time competing with the industrial segment, pipe fitters, etc. He stated there is more work out there in light of the 2016 flood. There are not enough licensed journeyman plumbers and not enough licensed registered apprentices to do the work. There is great concern on part of the twenty or so plumbing companies he has been discussing this matter with. Effective January 1, 2017 the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana instituted a requirement that all apprentices have to be registered, indentured in a DOL approved apprenticeship program. Number 2, effective January 1, 2018 a one to one (1:1) ratio is going to be enforced. He stated that we have a closed system in terms of apprenticeship that needs to be opened up. He stated there is simply no sufficient access to individuals who want to join the program. He stated there is no opportunity to the individual that does not want to go through a union. He stated the ratio does not work and is not necessary especially on large jobs. The current and future work cannot be performed with these new restrictions that are being put into place by the Board and it is going to result in a significant increase in the cost to do business by these companies. They are fearful they are going to go out of business. Mr. Andrishok stated the proposal they are in favor of is a dual path to a license. They do not have a problem with the apprenticeship program. Mr. Andrishok stated the ones that want to be indentured in a state approved apprenticeship program and can afford the program and are willing to put the time in is a great thing. For those that do not have that opportunity, then we have to have an On the Job path for those individuals. Mr. Andrishok stated they wholly concur with the recommendations of PHCC and he appreciates the opportunity to speak with the Board. State Plumbing Board of Louisiana Chairman, Mr. James Finley stated to Mr. Andrishok that he may not be aware this January 1, 2017 deadline was not arbitrarily established. It was established eight years ago at the request of PHCC.  This was not an overnight decision on this board. For seven years it caused no problem and now after seven years there is a problem. A company can start their own apprenticeship program if they so choose. The one to one (1:1) ratio has been established for a long time. This board only takes recommendations from the labor department and that is where the ratio was established. Mr. Andrishok stated that he is requesting to suspend the mandatory apprenticeship registration and the one to one (1:1) ratio. Mr. Finley thanked Mr. Andrishok for his recommendations.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

a.)  Continuing Professional Education Committee- Kelly Craft – 
Mr. Kelly Craft stated that he had a meeting with the Continuing Professional Education Committee regarding the continuing professional education material that will be used in the future one (1) to two (2) years down the road.
b.)    Strategic Planning Committee- Kelly Craft – 

        Mr. Craft stated there were no reports at this time.  
       c.)   Apprenticeship Committee- Henry Heier – Mr. Heier was absent
      d.)   Apprenticeship Review Committee – Rickey Fabra
Mr. Fabra stated there were no reports at this time.
PREVIOUS MINUTES

(August 24, 2017)


MOTION:
To accept the August 24, 2017 minutes as presented 


MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT   



SECOND:
TERRY SMITH 
 


MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT

 a.) Financial Report - Rickey Fabra 


MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Rickey Fabra



MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT 




SECOND:
TERRY SMITH 


MOTION:
CARRIED
b.) Audit – Findings – Rickey Fabra
Mr. Fabra stated we had one (1) minimum finding on our audit, we did not have an                                itemized invoice with legal and has since been corrected.

MOTION: 
To accept the audit as presented by Rickey Fabra


MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA


SECOND: 
KELLY CRAFT


MOTION: 
CARRIED

ADVISORY REPORT

Mr. Richard Paulk stated the advisory board had a conference call to select the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Advisory Board. Mr. Keith Bienvenu was selected as the Chairman and Mr. Richard Paulk was selected as the Vice-Chairman. 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS' REPORT
Mr. Finley thanked State Plumbing Board of Louisiana Board Members Mr. Terry Smith and Mr. Randall McGee, along with Mr. Don Traylor, and Mr. Jim Riviere for helping with the work day on October 26, 2017. 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ REPORT

                  The enforcement officers each gave their individual report.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S   REPORT

 Executive Director of SPBLA, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier addressed the board and stated that she has been meeting with SELACACI, an HVAC group out of New Orleans. They have been meeting and discussing the new gas licensure and how it effects HVAC. Mrs. Tullier stated that the HVAC community on behalf of the heat pump association, submitted a request. The community feels they have not had enough time to pre-qualify for the gas licenses and they are requesting an extension of the pre-qualification period so they will pre-qualify. 
MOTION: 
To extend the pre-qualification period for the gas licensure until June 30, 2018


MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA


SECOND: 
TERRY SMITH


MOTION:
CARRIED

OLD BUSINESS


a.) EXAM REPORTS


1.)  JOURNEYMAN EXAMINATIONS





a.)  October 7, 2017 – Terry Smith / No Issues 





b.)  October 14, 2017 – Larry Reiling / No Issues




c.)  October 21, 2017 – Gerald Lacour / No Issues


            2.)  MASTER EXAMINATIONS
a.) August 5, 2017 – Rickey Fabra / No Issues
3.) TRADESMAN EXAMINATIONS
a.) September 9, 2017 – James Finley/No Issues
b.) November 11, 2017 – James Finley/No Issues
b.) Board Approved backflow providers – Ashley J. Tullier

MOTION: 
To approve the backflow provider list


MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH


SECOND: 
CARL BOURGEOIS


MOTION: 
CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS

a.) 2018 Continuing Professional Education Instructor Application Approval    – Ashleigh W. Cambre
MOTION:
To accept continuing professional education instructor applications

MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT
SECOND:
TERRY SMITH
MOTION:
CARRIED

TENATIVE DATE FOR THE NEXT

 QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING

April 12, 2018 is the tentative date of the Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:
To adjourn the Annual Board Meeting of the State 


Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 11:41 a.m.
MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT 
 

SECOND:
TERRY SMITH
 

MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







James C. Finley, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

