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...........................................
BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

November 19, 2015
The Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, James Finley, at 10:05 a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Jim Finley
	Terry Smith
	John Barker
	DJ Berger 

	Rickey Fabra
	
	Ashley Tullier
	Roy Young

	Keith Bienvenu
	
	Ashleigh Cambre
	Mike Eilers 

	Kelly Craft
	
	Dustine Tullier
	Ken Pearson 

	Gerald LaCour
	
	Teresa Dunn
	Louis Robein 

	Larry Reiling
	
	Pat Olivier
	JC Matt

	Carl Bourgeois
	
	Blaine Matte
	Richard Moore 

	
	
	Glen Gremillion 
	Kevin Richard 

	
	
	Bob Hogan 
	Darrell Mathieu 

	
	
	Tommy Wimbley 
	Barry Bernhard 

	
	
	Cliff Slaughter
	 Julie Fuselier

	
	
	
	Fred Robillard 

	
	
	
	Al Smith

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION: Kelly Craft 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Jim Finley
ROLL CALL: Ashley Tullier  
PRESENTATIONS
a.) Nuflow - Louisiana Plumbing Rehabilitaion - Darrell Mathieu - Mr. Mathieu stated that he is starting a new business which consist of rejuvenation of pipes for potable water, full in liner and epoxy to repair leaks without any obstruction to the building or infrastructure. Chairman, Jim Finley asked if installation would require disconnection. Mr. Mathieu stated that you need access to potable water via disconnect under the sink going from the valve to the sink. Executive Director, John  Barker spoke and stated that he did inform Mr. Mathieu that anytime he broke a trap seal or if he tapped into a distribution line it would be considered plumbing by definition of our licensing law and he would need to employ a Master plumber and journeyman plumber to do that portion.  

Board Member, Larry Reiling asked if the liner would be used on old cast iron pipe. Mr. Mathieu said yes and explained that this lining technology has been around for many years and that it does not restrict the flow and is guaranteed for 10 years on any type of pipe, pvc, galvanized, etc. Chairman, Jim Finley reminded everyone that the boards responsibility is to determine if the scope of work requires a license. Mr. Mathieu stated that he is newly into this business and has not yet been to training so does not have many details on how the work is done. Chairman, Jim Finley stated that under the law a Master Plumber would need to file for the job and disassemble and assemble the pipe and that Mr. Mathieu would be able to do the lining. The State Plumbing Boards Attorney, Louis Robein requested that Mr. Mathieu produce a scope of work to allow the board to review and make a final determination.  Mr. Mathieu stated that he will put together the scope of the job and bring before the board.     
b.) Computer Network Consultants - Contract Renewal - Executive Director, John Barker presented the contract for computer services to the board for their review. The Boards Treasurer, Rickey Fabra asked if there were any changes to the contract and Executive Director, John Barker stated that the only change was that the monthly service charge went down ten dollars.  


MOTION:
To renew Computer Network Consultants contract for 



            computer services


MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 


SECOND:
LARRY REILING 


MOTION:
CARRIED 
                      APPLICATION COMMITTEE







None
ENFORCEMENT






None 
GUESTS

None 
SPECIAL REQUESTS
     





None 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
 a.) Continuing Education Committee- The boards staff member Ashleigh Cambre stated that in regards to the meeting with PHCC Texas that was held in New Orleans at the NITC Office, PHCC Texas will have a bid to us by April of 2016 for the CPE books. DJ Berger stated that the committee discussed that there needs to be a bid process for the future as well a long term planning of topics because the time frame we are working on now is too short to properly prepare books and we need to come out with a plan to get the topics out sooner. Mr. Berger also stated that training should be under State Plumbing Boards responsibility now that they are responsible for providing books and that all book payments and orders still need to be paid through the SPBLA in full before receiving books and should include shipping. Mr. Berger provided the language changes for Medical Gas in Title 46 to comply with ASSE Standards. Chairman, Jim Finley asked if the board had any questions. Treasurer, Rickey Fabra asked what the process is after it is filed. The State Plumbing Boards Attorney, Louis Robein stated 120 days to be published. It has to be sent to the house and senate committees, and given a dateline for public comment. Treasurer, Rickey Fabra asked because we are in the code cycle and we need to notify the license holders. Staff Member, Ashley Tullier stated that it was introduced in 2012 and at the boards request, the staff has informed the license holders each year of the changes in anticipation. 
             MOTION:
To approve the Medical Gas language in Title 46 to comply 




with the ASSE Standard


MOTION: KELLY CRAFT 
 



SECOND: CARL BOURGEOIS  





MOTION: CARRIED 

        b.) Strategic Planning Committee- No Report 
        c.) Apprenticeship Committee- No Report 
        d.) Property Committee- Board Member, Carl Bourgeois stated that our lease expires 
December of  2016 and that the parking has become a problem and that it is necessary to 
look into other options so the board appointed a property committee to do so. The 
property committee looked into leasing a building, constructing a building and the 
purchase of a building. Because of the limited number of available properties and cost of 
construction they determined that the best option is to purchase. Mr. Bourgeois 
provided the board a property documentation for 11304 Cloverland, which is 5400sq ft 
and may require some minor renovations. After review of the documentation Chairman, 
Jim Finley stated that the building does meet the needs of the board. Board Member,  
Carl Bourgeois stated 
that he 
used Larry Dietz who is a realtor to view the building 
and for those who were unable to see the building, the committee felt that the 
property would accommodate the boards needs. Chairman, Jim Finley added that the 
funds have been set aside if the board chooses to go forth with the purchase of the 
building. After further review of the property documentation, Board Member, Carl 
Bourgeois made a motion to proceed with the purchase of this building allowing the 
board to make an offer up to the asking price of $540, 000.     

          MOTION:
Proceed with purchase of the building at 11304 Cloverland 




Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA allowing an offer up to the asking 




price of $540, 000. 

          MOTION:
CARL BOURGEOIS
 


          SECOND:
LARRY REILING 
 


          MOTION:
CARRIED
 

PREVIOUS MINUTES

(April 9, 2015)


MOTION:
To accept the August 26, 2015 minutes as presented 


MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA  


SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 
 

MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT

 a.) Financial Report - Rickey Fabra 


MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Rickey Fabra


MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT 



SECOND:
LARRY REILING 


MOTION:
CARRIED

b.) Louisiana Legislative Audit - Rickey Fabra - Treasurer, Rickey Fabra stated that 
the auditors found two deficiencies regarding internal controls for employee accrued 
leave calculations and LASERS contributions.  Mr. Fabra stated that for those who are 
unfamiliar with the acronym that it stands for Louisiana State Employees Retirement 
System. Mr. Fabra went forth with the actual report ; "Upon resignation of the board 
employee who maintained the accrued leave records board management determined that 
the accrual records were maintained incorrectly. The board recalculated leave balances 
from July 2014 to January 2015, made the corrections and insured that the employee was 
paid in accordance with board policy. The employee also took her personnel file upon 
resignation. The employee was also responsible for lasers contributions. In 2015 Lasers 
did an audit at the request of the board after discrepancies were found by staff. Lasers 
determined that the contribution percentages that were applied were incorrect and found 
underpayments  in the total of $9584 accrued in  2014 and 2015. The board has paid the 
underpayments to LASERS and has internal controls in place to keep these deficiencies 
from happening.  

c.) 2016-2017 Budget - Rickey Fabra



MOTION:
To accept the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana 's 2016-2017 




budget as presented by Rickey Fabra



MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT 




SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS  


MOTION:
CARRIED
ADVISORY REPORT






NONE 

ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ REPORT

                  The enforcement officers each gave their individual report.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S   REPORT
Executive Director, John Barker stated that in order to comply with the legislative auditors we will need signed documentation for per diem and mileage that the staff has provided. The forms will need to be turned in no later than 30 days after the date of travel for reimbursement. 
OLD BUSINESS


a.) EXAM REPORTS

1.)  JOURNEYMAN EXAMINATIONS





a.)  October 3, 2015 - Kelly Craft/No Issues 





b.)  October 10, 2015 - Rickey Fabra/No Issues



2.)  MASTER EXAMINATIONS


a.) November 7, 2015 - Kelly Craft - John Barker/No Issues
b.) Louisiana Pipe Trades & MCA WSPS Provider Application approval  

MOTION:
To add Louisiana Pipe Trades & MCA to the WSPS 


       
approved provider list. 

MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 


SECOND: 
KELLY CRAFT 

MOTION:     CARRIED 
c.) Qualifying Party - Keith Bienvenu - Board Member, Keith Bienvenu provided the boards definition of what it means for a master plumber to be an employing entity and stated that the way I read it in here is really vague. Mr. Bienvenu thought the board may want to look at what it means to be a qualifying party and redefining the boards rules for a master plumber employing entity. The Boards Attorney, Louis Robein stated that the board used the employing entity concept to be broad enough to be able to identify the responsible party if their is a violation in terms of enforcement or someone to be held accountable and in todays environment we may need to explain what an employing entity is or can be. Chairman, Jim Finley stated that their was a plumbing company that employed master plumbers and one of the master plumbers who was not the main master was the master plumber for his sons company so he was on the payroll for the company he was working for plus he was the master for his sons company so the question is who employs him, which is why this came up. Executive Director, John Barker asked if we could tighten up the definition  and the Boards Attorney, Louis Robein said there is always potential for evasion to clean up the regulation. The statute says what it says to be broad and gives you the authority to explain. Board Member, Keith Bienvenu stated he does not have a problem with the language he knows what the intent is. The issue came up in the audit and was brought to our attention which is why we thought it needs to be clarified a little bit further. Chairman, Jim Finley suggested that with the boards recommendation that the board allow their attorney to look at the regulation and modify and define more closely what an employing entity is to eliminate that occurrence again. Board Member, Keith Bienvenu made a motion to allow the Boards Attorney, Louis Robein to look further into the tightening the definition of employing entity 

MOTION: To allow the boards attorney to review and propose 


       modifications to the definition of employing entity.

MOTION:
KEITH BIENVENU 

SECOND: 
CARL BOURGEOIS 

MOTION:
CARRIED 
d.) Scope of Journeyman Repair - Louis Robein  - The Boards Attorney, Louis Robein stated that the directive with journeyman repair spills over into what we were talking about. We need further discussion from the regulatory body to what the issue is that needs to be addressed. Chairman, Jim Finley  stated that the  concern is to actually stop the journeyman from working as a master plumber without being a master plumber but he is not sure where the board can go from here after the legislation. Board Member, Keith Bienvenu stated that the way the definition is defined it is not journeyman repair because breaking a trap seal or water line eliminates the definition. The Boards Attorney, Louis Robein suggested we redefine the definition. Chairman, Jim Finley stated that we need a committee to work with Louis Robein to review the definition. Mr Finley asked Board Member,  Keith Bienvenu to chair, the committee along with Board Member Carl Bourgeois, DJ Berger, and anyone who would like to. Mr. Finley requested that Mr. Bienvenu have a report for the next meeting and he agreed.  
NEW BUSINESS

a.)  ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI SERIES 12000 - Health and Safety of Construction and 

      Maintenance Personnel - Rickey Fabra.  - Treasurer, Rickey Fabra provided to the board the ASSE Standard 12000 regarding health and safety of maintenance personnel. Mr. Fabra stated that the standard basically related to the persons who work in a medical facility for public health and awareness for the different types of diseases that a person  can actually come into contact with, not just with airborne pathogens but any disturbance. Scott Hamilton was not able to make it but he did have this standard approved through ASSE. Mr. Fabra stated that it is a good standard to start to move in the right direction towards public health and safety and that's what we do so as a board member and with this standard being available, Mr. Fabra recommended that the board support this standard and adopt it and publicize it as well as convey to DHH to adopt to their sanitary code. 



MOTION: To adopt and support ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI Series 12000 in 



        regards to Public Health and Safety.



MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 



SECOND:
LARRY REILING  




MOTION:
CARRIED
b.) 2016 CPE Instructor Applications Approval   




MOTION: 




MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 




SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT  




MOTION:
CARRIED

TENATIVE DATE FOR THE NEXT
 QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING

April 14, 2016 is the tentative date of the Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana.

ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:
To adjourn the Quarterly Board Meeting of the State 


Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 12:01 p.m.
MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT 
 
SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 
 
MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







James C. Finley, Chairman






____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer
