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QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

December 15, 2022
The Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, Terry Smith, at 10:00 a.m.
The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Terry Smith
	Ellis Bourque
	Ashley J. Tullier
	DJ Berger

	Michael Joiner
	Richard Paulk
	DaKacia York
	John Mata

	Rickey Fabra
	Michael Eilers
	Diana Cutrer
	Julie Richard-Spencer

	Carl Bourgeois
	Jay Huckabee
	Kaci Day
	Crystal Carter

	Kevin Brown
	Joseph Maranto
	Latasha Stills
	Dana Colombo

	Vincent Giglio
	Henry Heir
	Blaine Matte
	Wayne Gray

	Jonathan Causey
	
	Daniel Franklin
	Sean Cleary

	John Marcade
	
	Glen Gremillion
	Mitch LeBas

	
	
	Jim York
	Wayne Lafleur

	
	
	John Odum
	Al Smith

	
	
	Nicholas Dykes
	Kevin Richard

	
	
	Stephen Campbell
	Charles Butler

	
	
	William Easterling
	John Trahan 

	
	
	
	Kelly Craft 

	
	
	
	Somsar Rodbooth

	
	
	
	Carl Jackson

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION:  JT 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Terry Smith
ROLL CALL: Diana Cutrer
PRESENTATIONS
NONE
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOTION:
To adopt December 15, 2022, Agenda as presented. 
MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO 
SECOND:
JOHN MARCADE
MOTION:
CARRIED

SPECIAL BUISNESS

              Executive Session – Board Members/Counsel/Executive Director

MOTION:
To move Executive Session to prior to Adjournment to   allow Legal to be included. 
MOTION:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
SECOND:
MICHAEL JOINER
MOTION:
CARRIED

ENFORCEMENT
a.) Enforcement Appeal – Kenny Gauthier - Absent
MOTION: 
To allow a second opportunity to appear
MOTION:
MIKE JOINER


SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS


MOTION: 
CARRIED
b.) Request to Appear – Brett Ducote – Absent
MOTION: 
Request legal to send a formal letter regarding   violations

MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO


SECOND:
MIKE JOINER


MOTION: 
CARRIED
c.) Request to Appear – John Trahan 
MOTION: 
Violation stands


MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA


SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS


MOTION: 
CARRIED
d.) Request to Appear – Brandon Cormier - Absent
MOTION: 
Request legal to send a formal letter regarding violations and if no response to pursue an injunction 
MOTION:
MICHAEL JOINER 
SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA
MOTION:
CARRIED
e.) Request to appear – Angela Gayle – Absent 
MOTION: 
Violation stands
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
MICHAEL JOINER
MOTION:
CARRIED
f.) Request to Appear – Charles Butler
MOTION: 
Violation stands
MOTION:
MICHAEL JOINER
SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA
MOTION:
CARRIED

COMMITTEE REPORTS

a.) Regulatory Rule Change Committee – Carl Bourgeois
All items covered under the Committee are agenda items that would need to be discussed at that time. 
b.) Building Committee – Vincent Giglio
Mr. Giglio stated that the Committee did another soft pull of credit for purchasing or building a facility and it came back the same as last year and based on that information the Committee does not feel that it is financially feasible at this time. He believes that the Committee will be discussing in the near future the purchase of the property. In order for it to be financially feasible at this time, the Board will need to purchase property and then later build.  
c.) Examination Merger Committee – Michael Joiner

Mr. Joiner stated that the Committee was tasked with recommending options for the journeyman plumber exam and natural gas exam be given on the same day. The committee recommends that the Executive Director provide statistical data and an exam outline for this to take place on a trial run in Baton Rouge in 2024. 

d.) WSPS Committee – Michael Joiner

Mr. Joiner stated that in order to fulfill the Boards request to review WSPS provides, they would like to request additional Committee Members, Joe Maranto, Ellis Bourque, Gene Martin and Jonathan Causey for advisement.


PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE

MOTION:
To accept the Committee Report and Members as       requested


MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA


SECOND:
JOHNNY MARCADE


MOTION: 
CARRIED
PREVIOUS MINUTES
MOTION:
To accept the August 25, 2022, minutes as presented. 



MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA


SECOND:
JOHNNY MARCADE


MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT
a.) Financial Report – Rickey Fabra
MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Secretary/Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra.


MOTION:
JONATHAN CAUSEY


SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS


MOTION:
CARRIED
b.) 2024 FY Budget – Rickey Fabra
MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Secretary/Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra.


MOTION:
JOHN MARCADE


SECOND:
CAR BOURGEOIS


MOTION:
CARRIED
c.) 2022 Legislative Audit – Rickey Fabra
MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Secretary/Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra.


MOTION:
JOHN MARCADE


SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS


MOTION:
CARRIED
ADVISORY REPORT
Mr. Joe Maranto reported that they discussed the legislative session and understand that the statutory laws must be changed prior to the regulatory laws. There was a meeting held with Mr. Maranto, Joe Blackall and Executive Director, Ashley Tullier to discuss the proposed language. The Committee requests that when the legislative language is drafted that they have an opportunity to review it.. Lastly, a motion was put on the floor to replace Keith Bienvenu as Chairman of the Advisory Committee and appoint a new Vice-Chairman, that motion passed and the new Advisory Committee Chairman is Jay Huckabee and Vice-Chairman, Joe Maranto. 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ REPORT

                  The enforcement officers each gave their individual reports. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S   REPORT
The Director stated that the Board moved on several items at the last Board Meeting that would need to be changed through the Regulatory Rule making process. As she stated at the last meeting, there is a new process with regulatory changes prior to being submitted to the fiscal office for publication. The language for those items have been completed and will now need to be heard by the States Occupational Licensing Review Commission in January. Should the agreed-upon language be approved, our office will move forward with filing with the fiscal office. 

She was able to review the new database last week and they are moving toward the end of that build and will now be reaching out to the state regarding credit card processing. State agencies must now have all credit and debit card processing charges approved through the legislature. Tyler Technologies is the state’s vendor that handles the processing and legislation. We expect them to present the processes and procedures at the next Board Meeting. 

The Board is in the beginning of the 2023 licensing renewal period. It generally takes up to two weeks to process a renewal and all the supporting documents from the date that the Board receives the renewal. She did want to remind our licensees that CPE providers have 10 days from the date that your CPE was accepted to produce the roster, so sending in your renewal prior to our office receiving those credits will delay the renewal process. A practical way to avoid renewal delays is to take your CPE , submit all insurances and certifications prior to the month that your license expires.  The exam schedule is complete for 2023 and we will be sending those schedules out soon. Shreveport is continued as a testing center. We are hopeful that we may be able to test more persons at a time at that facility next year however that will depend on availability to accommodate the material. She reminded all of our CPE approved Instructors that our Train the Trainer event will be held next month on January 28th. Finally,After several job postings through Civil Service, we have found an eligible employee to absorb our Master Plumber Division. We should expect the new hire to start in 2-3 weeks and we will notify the licenses and the public of whom their new contact will be. 

OLD BUSINESS
A.) EXAM REPORTS

1.)  JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS

    a.)    August 30, 2022 – Ashley Tullier 
 

    b.)    October 1, 2022 – Kevin Brown



    c.)    October 8, 2022 – Rickey Fabra 

    d.)   October 11, 2022 – Ashley Tullier

    e.)  October 25, 2022 – Ashley Tullier

    f.)  November 7, 2022 – Ashley Tullier
                     2.)   MASTER PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS 
a.) August 27, 2022 – Jonathan Causey 

b.) August 31, 2022 – John Marcade  

c.) September 29, 2022 – John Marcade

d.) October 12, 2022 – John Marcade 

e.) October 26, 2022 – John Marcade

f.) November 5, 2022 – Jonathan Causey

g.) November 16, 2022 – John Marcade 

h.) December 14, 2022-- John Marcade 

         3.)   NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION


a.) September 10, 2022 – Ashley Tullier

b.) September 17,2022-Ashley Tullier

c.) September 24, 2022- Mike Joiner—Shreveport

d.) December 3, 2022-Mike Joiner 

e.) December 10, 2022- John Marcade

       4.)   MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION
a.) October 12, 2022 –John Marcade

b.) November 12, 2022-Terry Smith   

c.) November 16, 2022 – John Marcade

          5.)   TRADESMAN EXAMINATION
a.)  November 19, 2022 – John Marcade
B.) Request for SPBLA to Livestream Public Meetings



PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE
MOTION: 
To table the request until there is increased participation and can be integrated into a new facility
MOTION: 
VINCENT GIGLIO 
SECOND: 
MICHAEL JOINER
`

MOTION: 
CARRIED
C.) Journeyman Plumber and Natural Gas Fitter Examination Merger




PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE
MOTION: 
To proceed with a trial run of the JP and NGF exam held on the same day in 2024 in Baton Rouge
MOTION: 
JONATHAN CAUSEY
SECOND: 
JOHN MARCADE
`

MOTION: 
CARRIED
D.) Defining Rules for Appliance Fixtures

PUBLIC COMMENT: AL SMITH – COSCO: Remember we talked about gas, was that going to be brought up on that too? Connecting from a valve or no, requiring a license to go from the valve to the appliance. 

Trey Giglio stated that it was already discussed in the Committee and there was no change. 
MOTION: Request that a resolution be provided by legal that states that plumbing appliances LA R.S. 37:1377 D. shall not include connection or disconnection of a washing machine, dishwasher or refrigerator provided there is a working control valve, an existing drain connection and/or a branch tailpiece.  
MOTION: 
JONATHAN CAUSEY

SECOND: 
JOHN MARCADE

`

MOTION: 
CARRIED
E.) Refer the 3-year CPE Cycle to CPE Committee




PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE
MOTION: Request that the 3-year CPE Cycle be referred to the CPE Committee for review and recommendation 
MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND: 
JONATHAN CAUSEY

AYES:
RICKEY FABRA, JONATHAN CAUSEY, JOHN MARCADE, KEVIN BROWN, CARL BOURGEOIS, MIKE JOINER

NAYS:            VINCENT GIGLIO

`

MOTION: 
CARRIED
F.) Request for Legal Opinion on Photographing Failed and Passed Exam Layouts
PUBLIC COMMENT: TODD BILLIOT: Will the pictures become public records? 
Mrs. Julie Richard-Spencer stated that is a great question to bring up and it is a concern that she immediately thought of. Yes, potentially they could become Public records although we probably could redact some information, I have a lot of thoughts regarding the keeping of such records.  

AL SMITH asked if he took the examination would his entire exam be subject to the request? 

Ms. Julie Richard-Spencer stated that those are all questions that she would need to review to determine what would and would not be subject to public requests. 

Mr. Terry Smith said stated that the Board would not want copies of the exam to become a public record. 

MOTION: 
To rescind prior motion that required photographs of examinees’ practical exam layouts
MOTION: 
JOHN MARCADE
SECOND: 
RICKEY FABRA
`

MOTION: 
CARRIED
G.) Kruger’s Training Academy WSPS Application
PUBLIC COMMENT: SEAN CLEARY – IAPMO: I have been involved with the ASSE certification program since the early ’90s. It is currently the largest and most accepted certification in the country. When the Board changed its laws, you specified that you would accept ASSE’s 5110 or it’s equivalent nationally recognized certification. I think that it is important that you guys revisit the rules but really what is important is third-party certification. A monopoly is never a good thing and I do not think that’s what anyone is trying to do here but you do need to compare apples and apples and when you have certifications where single-party certification and the same guy who is writing the test is collecting the money and creating the exams and grading you do not have any oversight as you would with a  third party certification and nationally recognized certification which is why your Board included the language you did in your rules. Nationally recognized providers are different. For instance, ASSE issues the certification independent of the training provider. TREEO does the training and certification but it is an accredited college, they do not approve an individual providing their own program. Every certification is not the same and sometimes that is hard to define. ABPA is a third-party certifier, they do not provide training, they provide the exam and provide certification. 
Trey Giglio would like to make a comment regarding why he made a request to do a full analysis of TREEO is because the Louisiana Department of Health appears to be accepting providers who provide a certificate that states they are a TREEO instructor, however, TREEO does not approve programs and only provides certification of their own. 
Mike Joiner stated that the Committee reviewed Mr. Kruger’s application and found that some of the answers in his answer key were incorrect in reflection of the exam questions that were provided, and Mr. Kruger does not provide a nationally recognized certification. He writes the exam and gives the training and certification. The Board could not find any third-party certification in the application. 

MOTION: To deny Kruger’s Training Academy as a Nationally Recognized WSPS Provider but allow him the opportunity to reapply should he provide a corrected exam and provide a Nationally Recognized Certification.   
MOTION: 
VINCENT GIGLIO
SECOND: 
MICHAEL JOINER
`

MOTION: 
CARRIED
H.) WSPS Approved Provider




PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE
MOTION: To require the WSPS Committee to review all currently approved WSPS providers to ensure they are all nationally recognized and have third-party certification and make a recommendation on any changes. 
MOTION: 
JONATHAN CAUSEY

SECOND: 
JOHNNY MARCADE

`

MOTION: 
CARRIED
NEW BUSINESS
a.) Contract for Professional Legal Services
PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE

MOTION: 
To approve the renewal of the Contract for legal services rendered through Robein, Urann, Spencer, Picard & Cangemi, APLC
MOTION: 
MICHAEL JOINER
SECOND: 
RICKEY FABRA
MOTION: 
CARRIED
b.) Examiner Oath Approval for Todd Billiot and Seth Szymanski

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE

MOTION: 
To approve the examiner oaths from Todd Billiot and Seth Szymanski
MOTION: 
VINCENT GIGLIO

SECOND: 
MICHAEL JOINER

MOTION: 
CARRIED
c.) 2023 Continuing Professional Education Provider Approval 

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE

MOTION: 
To approve the 2023 Providers as listed
MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND: 
JONATHAN CAUSEY

MOTION: 
CARRIED
d.) 2023 Continuing Professional Education New Instructor Approval 

PUBLIC COMMENT: NONE

MOTION: 
To approve the instructors, Eddie LeBeouf, Edward Dimaggio, Catherine Vincent, and Joshua Henderson
MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND: 
JONATHAN CAUSEY

MOTION: 
CARRIED
DATES FOR THE 2023 BOARD MEETING
February 16th, May 11th, August 24th, December 14th
SPECIAL BUSINESS
              Executive Session – Board Members/Counsel/Executive Director

MOTION:
To end the meeting and start Executive Session at 11:39 am.

MOTION:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
SECOND:
MICHAEL JOINER
MOTION:
CARRIED

MOTION:
To end Executive Session and start the Board Meeting at 12:02 pm.

MOTION:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA

MOTION:
CARRIED

MOTION:
To dismiss Layne Dupre’s Injunction
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA 
SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS
MOTION:
CARRIED

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
To adjourn the Annual Board Meeting of the State 
Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 12:35 pm.
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







Terry Smith, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

